SUMMER 2016

National Night Out
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2

|

5:30 - 7:30 PM

|

DRAKE PARK

Join Drake Neighborhood residents at
Drake Park for an evening of fun, food
and friends!

can even pick up school supplies. The
NBSD Team, K-9 Unit and Fire Department will all be there.

The festivities kick off at 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, August 2, 2016. Free burgers, hot dogs, chicken, side dishes and
lemonade will be served while supplies
last.

The party will be wrapping up at 7:30,
so be sure you come early.

There will be plenty of entertainment
with basketball, hula hoops, croquet,
face painting, a wading pool and you

NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT

Drake Park
Tuesday, August 2
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

FARMER’S
MARKET

26th St. just south
of University Ave.
Wednesdays
through October
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

A big thank you to our sponsors, Drake
University, New Life Center, Central
Bank and Drake Neighborhood Association. This event couldn’t happen
with out their support!

DNA BOARD MEETINGS
August 10 at 7:00 p.m.
September 14 at 7:00 p.m.
October 12 at 7:00 p.m.
November 9 at 7:00 p.m.

Visit drakenighborhood.org for more information.

www.drakeneighborhood.org

Drake neighborhood
farmer’s market
WEDNESDAYS

|

4:00 - 7:00 PM

More than just fruits and vegetables,
the Drake Neighborhood Farmer’s
Market (DNFM) is a place for people to
share, learn and connect.
After a three year hiatus, four community members, Eddie Robinson Jr.,
Ibrahim Ali, Bill Cappuccio and Michael
Christl, decided to bring back DNFM.
The group wanted to bring fresh fruits
and vegetables to the Drake community and create a gathering place for
people in the neighborhood to get out,
recharge and reconnect with others.
“People just need an invitation to know
that they’re welcome at the Farmer’s

WE MAKE IT HAPPEN for our customers. Whether you’re opening your
first checking account, buying a car or
purchasing a home, we pride ourselves on helping you through all of it
… making life happen.
Call Central Bank at (515) 279-8090
or stop by and see us during our lobby
hours. Visit our website anytime at
centralbankonline.com.
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

Drake Neighborhood
Farmer’s Market
Wednesdays 4:00-7:00 p.m.
May 18 – October 26
On 26th St., just south
of University Avenue
drakefarmersmarket.org

|

26TH ST. SOUTH OF UNIVERSITY

Market, and they are. We want them
to come, enjoy, experience and learn,”
said Christl.
Every Wednesday through Oct. 26,
attendees can come enjoy live music,
grab a bite to eat and talk with vendors about their products - how they’re
made and grown - and purchase fresh
food for the week. Throughout the season attendees can also take part in
educational offerings like canning tips
and tricks, how to spin wool into yarn,
and cooking demonstrations.
It’s a wonderful place for people to

learn about their food, learn a skill
and support local growers and bakers. “Each person has a direct impact
when they exchange money for goods
at DNFM,” said Christl, “not only from
a personal health perspective but also
from a larger local sustainability framework that encourages farmers to grow
and raise the healthiest food on earth
for US - their neighbors!”
Spread the word; bring your friends; invite someone you wish you saw more
often. Make the DNFM your Wednesday meeting spot.

Bring a blanket or chair and listen
to music, buy food for the week,
and have some time outside, with
others, by yourself or with a new
neighbor you would have not otherwise met - all just down the street.
We’ll be waiting to welcome you.

TOP 3 HOME INSPECTION PRIORITIES

SAVE 15% PER TICKET!
AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR DRAKE
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

The Des Moines Community Playhouse and Drake Neighborhood Association
have partnered to offer discounted tickets to members.
HOW TO REDEEM: Simply go to the Buy Tickets page of dmplayhouse.com.
Choose your performance. Select your seats. At the checkout screen, enter the
discount code 16DNA (no spaces) and click on “Apply”. Be sure that you are
seeing a discount of 15% before continuing. All orders are subject to the same
service, ticketing, and processing fees.
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What’s your
home hiding?
By Michael Christl

Many of us who buy or sell a home think about having it
“inspected” and for those of us who have made multiple
transactions in this department know that not all information
about the condition of the house is disclosed.
With the majority of Drake households being built between
1890’s - 1940’s there’s a LOT of history to dig up...and not
everyone’s eyes are able to see the past or even more important - the future - as it relates to the homes’ stability. Even
outside of a purchase or sale...how many of us actually know
what’s truly going on in the house we’ve been living in for
5-10-15 years? Sure, you hopefully see the leaky hose bib
behind the washer or some discoloration on the ceiling after
that last heavy rain that indicates there may be some water
infiltration - but where from exactly and to what degree?
Time for a fresh perspective on an old tale and preferably
one that takes longer than 10 minutes to identify and document problems before they become an issue. (I swear my
home inspector in 1999 literally walked around the house
and had me sign his report that the house had “passed” in
less than 10 minutes).
I reached out to Todd Markle of Markle Inspections to get his
expert advice on home inspections and I learned a lot! He
started off by asking me what I “needed”.
Do you need a complete “Standards of Practice” (aka - FULL
report) or is a “Visual” (aka - walk-thru) sufficient? The prices
for each are different - $250-$325 is a reasonable “going
rate” for a “full” report for houses that are 2500 sq ft or less
and a house larger than 2500 sq ft is $325. Live in a town
home/condo? $225 This level of inspection takes Todd about
3.5 hours.

The Drake Neighborhood Free Flix
night featuring Despicable Me 2 and
the Kingman Islands Cruise Block
Party were big hits!

If you missed those great
events, not to worry, join us for
National Night out at Drake Park
on Aug. 2 at 5:30!

If you’ve lived in your home and want a “check-up” or are
thinking about selling in a year or two - a less rigorous but
still telling “visual” inspection would give you a snapshot of
where your house’s condition is at. This runs $100-$150 and
takes Todd about 1-1.5 hours.

Markle Inspections
www.markleinspections.com
515-421-3525

STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY - like the human body the ENTIRE house works together to support each area - foundation, attic, roof, etc... A problem or issue in one area can
impact or create issues in another.
SAFETY - GFCI’s where appropriate, ensure gas lines are
grounded if they are plastic (a tracing wire is not a ground
and many homeowners and inspectors mistake one for the
other)
SYSTEMS - confirm that the mechanics of the home are operating properly - electrical, plumbing, HVAC. Is a disconnected dryer vent pushing moisture into your attic? (What
would the potential mold removal set you back $$$ if gone
unnoticed? Simple things can lead to costly problems)

LOOK FOR THESE QUALIFICATIONS
IN A HOME INSPECTOR
CERTIFICATION - Iowa does not require credentials of any
kind in order to be a home inspector so be sure the person you choose has documentation with his/her certification
from an accredited program.
INDEPENDENT - of all other parties involved in the transaction. You should have your OWN inspector that works for
YOU and represents your best interests objectively - not the
one the seller or buyer of the home suggested.
EDUCATIONAL - the inspector should be open to having
you walk with them during the inspection or at the very least
take you around post-inspection to show and educate you
on what they found. It’s the side of the house you’ve likely
never seen and obtaining that knowledge that you’re paying
for should be part of the fun and the reward for time & $$$
well spent.
NETWORK - the inspector’s little black book of vetted local
industry professionals can be an invaluable resource to any
homeowner and also shows that they are collaborative and
tenured in their profession.

I’ve personally had my house since 99 and I have
no plans of selling - but I KNOW there are a multitude of things that have deteriorated since then.
It occurred to me that I take my vehicle in for a
22-point inspection every 20-25,000 miles, but
I haven’t done anything like that with my house
(since it doesn’t roll easily) and am quite sure the
wear and tear has been on par or exceeded the
mileage placed on my vehicle. I never thought of
my home receiving a checkup in this way and I’m
looking forward to discovering what major concerns, potential safety hazards and maintenance
items need to be addressed as I attempt to preserve my 1910 4-square for another 100 years.

Neighborhood Issues?
The Drake Neighborhood is one of the Des Moines
neighborhoods that participates in the City’s Neighborhood Based Service Delivery program (NBSD).
The program incorporates assets from all city departments in an effort to enhance the quality of
services to the designated neighborhoods. Make
sure to contact them if you have a crime, suspicion,
zoning or housing related problem in your neighborhood. Make sure to contact each member of the

CALL THESE
NUMBERS

NBSD team, including the Drake Neighborhood
Association NBSD Committee member by e-mail
and/or phone. If you don’t contact them, they may
not know that there is a problem. The e-mail address is nbsd@drakeneighborhood.org. Once you
notify the entire team, the issue has a much better
chance of being resolved. If we work together as
neighbors and help our team out, everybody wins.

The Neighborhood Enforcement Team members for the Drake Neighborhood are:
Mark McKinney
Des Moines Police Department/NBSD
(515) 778-4218
mamckinney@dmgov.org

Chris Reindl
Housing Inspector
Office (515) 283-4797 Cell (515) 208-0285
clreindl@dmgov.org
Jon Raleigh
Housing Inspector
Office (515) 237-1437 Cell (515) 515-208-0311
jpraleigh@dmgov.org
Bill Cappuccio
NBSD Committee Chair
(515) 710-7591
bill@wrc3.net

Other Helpful Numbers
Police (Non-emergency): 283-4811
Drake Dept of Public Safety: 271-2222
Sgt. Dustin Runge: 202-9165
City Action Center: 283-4500
Animal Control: 242-2720
Graffiti Hotline: 283-4500
Weed Control: 286-3005
Board of directors
President: Kristina Johnson
(515) 975-1172
kj4kristina.johnson@gmail.com
Vice President: Jen Sayers
jen@bijougrafix.com
Secretary: David Courard-Hauri
(515) 277-6885
david.courard-hauri@drake.edu

In the event of a crime related
emergency ALWAYS first call 911!

Treasurer: Mark Schneider
marks1809@aol.com

DNA BUSINESS PARTNER PROGRAM
The Drake Neighborhood Association
Marketing Committee is looking for
businesses to become partners and
sponsor events throughout the year.
Businesses can become a partner
in the program for as little as $125
or support the Drake Neighborhood
Association for as little as $50.
Benefits increase with sponsorship
levels and include things like
company logo on marketing materials,

Facebook posts and newsletter
advertisements.
If you have an interest in becoming
a partner or supporting member,
contact Jennifer Sayers at jen@
bijougrafix.com or Kristina
Johnson at kj4kristina.johnson@
gmail.com or visit our website:
drakeneighborhood.org for more
information.

Please support our business partners:
Gold Partners:
Central Bank
Drake University
Bronze Partners:
Bijou Grafix
Vom Fass
The Cheese Shop

Supporting
Members:
Des Moines
Community
Playhouse
Johnson & Son’s
Auto

