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Yes, neighbors. It’s that time of year again when runners, track 
fans, and Drake University alumni from all over return to the 
Drake Neighborhood for the annual homecoming and  
track-and-field extravaganza known as the Drake Relays. In 
addition to the high school, college, university, and elite  

track-and-field competitions happening on and around 
the Drake campus this week, here are some of the major 
community events leading up to the half-marathon and 5k 
races on the event’s final day:
April 25: Grand Blue Mile street race at 6 p.m. at Pappajohn 
Sculpture Park downtown

April 26: Pole vault at 6 p.m. at Capital Square downtown 
April 28: Track-and-field events throughout the day at Drake 

Stadium and All-Alumni Tent Party 5 to 9 p.m. at Olmsted Center 
parking lot

April 29: Half marathon at 7:30 
a.m., 5K at 7:45 a.m., and  
track-and-field events throughout 

the day at Drake Stadium
Because the event brings such a large 

influx of people to the area, Des Moines 
police will have a greater presence in the 

neighborhood this week. Sgt. Mark McKinney 
advises calling the non-emergency police 

dispatch office at 515-283-4811, rather  
than 911, for illegal parking and other  

non-emergency concerns.
2017 Half Marathon Course Map

(in a  
good 
way!)



This island-themed block party, 
a longtime Drake Neighborhood 
tradition, runs from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. on the lush lawn and grassy 
median in front of the Thoreau 
Center at 35th Street and Kingman 
Boulevard. Put on your favorite 
Hawaiian shirt. Bring a lawn chair 
and a dish to share, and come on 
down. We’ll be closing off the street, 
grilling burgers, playing music and 
games, and enjoying our own little 
slice of paradise.

SAVE THE DATE!

Grab a lawn chair or a picnic blanket 
and your favorite muggles and come 
to Witmer Park, 1610 34th St., after 
dark on July 13 for a magical evening: 
a free showing of Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them. Based on 
the book by J.K. Rowling, the movie is 
about an English wizard with a suitcase 
full of creatures and the adventures that 
unfold when he makes a stop in New 
York. This special showing is part of 
the city’s Free Flicks program, a series 
of movies shown outdoors on 25-foot 
screens at parks around the city after 
the sun goes down. 

Turn on your porch lights, bring 
the kids, and join your neighbors 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Drake Park, 
northeast of 24th Street and Cottage 
Grove Avenue. As part of this annual 
community-building event, you’ll get to 
meet the neighborhood’s public safety 
officers and representatives from the 
city, the county, area churches, and 
Drake University—not to mention 
enjoy games, fun, and food with your 
neighbors. 

JUNE 17: KINGMAN  
ISLAND CRUISE

JULY 13: FREE FLICK  
AT WITMER PARK

AUG. 1: NATIONAL NIGHT 
OUT AT DRAKE PARK

Mark your calendars for these fun events in the neighborhood this summer:

Want to help out with these or 
other neighborhood events? 
Drop us an email at  
info@drakeneighborhood.org.

HAVE WE GOT  
A JOB FOR YOU!
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Construction on Forest Avenue Village 
is entering its final phase, and the 
new apartment complex west of 32nd 
Street and Forest Avenue is expected 
to open to tenants August 1. The $8 
million Neighborhood Development 
Corporation project, which was 
downsized and refined with input from 
the neighborhood, replaces long-vacant 
retail space along Forest Avenue with 
three two-story apartment buildings. 
The village includes 50 rentable suites 
divided among studios and one-, two-, 
and three-bedroom apartments. The 
apartments feature in-unit laundry, off-
street parking, and rents ranging from 
$780 to $1,890 per apartment or $630 
to $820 per bedroom. NDC executive 
director Glenn Lyons said real estate 
management company Newbury Living 
will manage the property, which remains 
owned by NDC. Lyons said at least a 
dozen units already have been pre-
leased by Drake University students 
and others. A ribbon cutting is expected 
this summer. More information is 
available at forestavevillage.com.

Though it’s been on the table since last 
fall, it’s now official: Drake University 
is selling 2.7 acres it owns south of 
University Avenue on both sides of 
26th Street to Nelson Construction & 
Development. Nelson plans to replace 
the parking lots, green space, and 
five rental homes now on the property 
with a multimillion-dollar mixed-use 
development said to include a hotel, retail 
space, apartments, and several row 
homes. Drake University neighborhood 
and community relations manager Nick 
Valdez says the university has until 
September to have the five rental homes 
moved or demolished. The university is 
selling them for $1 each and offering a 
$10,000 moving incentive per house. 
Drawings of the proposed development 
are expected to be posted on the 
property as soon as this week, and the 
Drake Neighborhood Association has 
invited Nelson to present plans at an 
upcoming meeting, before the project 
begins routing through city reviews. Stay 
tuned for more information, and check 
the DNA Facebook page for updates. 

FOREST AVENUE 
PROJECT WRAPPING UP

26TH & UNIVERSITY 
PROJECT COMING UP

Major construction on the Roosevelt 
Cultural District’s 42nd Street 
streetscape improvement project is 
expected to begin this week and run 
through November. The $1.7 million 
project is funded by grants from Polk 
County and Principal as well as local 
resident and business donations. It 
aims to make 42nd Street north of I-235 
safer and more attractive for motorists, 
cyclists, and pedestrians. The project 
will involve burying local utility lines, 
adding a center turn lane and a bus 
lane, and reconfiguring parking and 
traffic flow in and around the Shops 
at Roosevelt. Project consultants tell 
us that construction will take place 
Mondays through Saturdays, with 
42nd Street remaining open to traffic 
between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. and closing 
overnight when needed. A May 16 
groundbreaking ceremony at the Des 
Moines Community Playhouse is 
planned. More information is available 
at rooseveltculturaldistrict.org and on 
the Roosevelt Cultural District and 
42nd St. Streetscape  Facebook pages.

42ND STREET PROJECT 
REVVING UP

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT >>>

11 2 3

mailto:info%40drakeneighborhood.org?subject=volunteer%20DNA%20events
http://forestavevillage.com
https://www.facebook.com/DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation/
http://rooseveltculturaldistrict.org
https://www.facebook.com/Roosevelt-Cultural-District-110353411163/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE
https://www.facebook.com/42nd-St-Streetscape-1202481296545229/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
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Drake University students are installing ten Little Free Food 
Pantries—freestanding, self-serve wooden cupboards,, 
much like the Little Free Library boxes you see around 
town—throughout the Drake Neighborhood. The pantries 
will stock nonperishable food items so that people who 
need food can access it even when traditional pantries are 
closed. Four of the pantries have been installed on campus 
already. The remainder are to be installed elsewhere in the 
neighborhood by late August.

LITTLE FREE FOOD PANTRIES CROPPING UP

good FOOD news...

The Drake Neighborhood Farmers Market will return 
this year in a new location, at a new time, and with 
many new features. Market president Michael Christl 
said the market will operate from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
on Thursdays from June 1 to Oct. 12. The market is 
also moving to 24th Street between Cottage Grove 
and Drake Park Avenues, along the western edge of 
Drake Park and a few blocks southeast of its previous 
spot. Christl said community input helped drive the 
changes, which are intended to make the market more 
visible and accessible to busy professionals, families, 
and students in the neighborhood and to better align 
with the local growing season. 

Also new this year: The market has been selected as a 
Double Up Food Bucks site. That means that shoppers 
who receive Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefits can use their EBT cards to 
purchase fresh fruits and vegetables at the market and 
get their SNAP dollars doubled. (For example, $10 on 
a SNAP EBT card buys $20 worth of fresh produce at 
the market.) Christl said the market hopes to host up 
to 20 vendors of local produce, plants, meat, dairy, 
eggs, prepared foods and more, as well as arts and 
cultural activities, live music, and food trucks this year.

Drake neighbors and the public are invited to a 
June 1 market kickoff party that will include special 
guests and, thanks to sponsor Neighborhood Finance 
Corporation, free food samples from local chefs.  
To RSVP, click here.

DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD FARMERS  
MARKET TO SPROUT IN NEW SPOT

Lutheran Services in Iowa’s Global Greens CSA  
is trying something new this summer: doorstep 
delivery to homes in ZIP codes 50311 and 50312 in 
the Drake Neighborhood. Those who subscribe to the 
CSA by May 10 this year can receive a box filled with 
local produce weekly or every other week from May 
30 to October for about $30 per box, or $35 per box  
with delivery. 

Rachel Luppens, marketing coordinator for LSI, 
said each box includes a selection of Iowa favorites 
as well as a few surprises from the farmers’ native 
cuisines. Global Greens farmers are former refugees, 
many from Burundi and Nepal, who help support 
themselves by raising chemical-free crops on a farm 
in West Des Moines. They sell fresh produce at the LSI  
Global Greens Farmers Market (9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturdays from May 20 to October, depending on the 
weather, at  3200 University Ave.), as well as through 
the Iowa Food Coop and CSA subscriptions. To sign 
up for this year’s CSA or for more information, visit 
lsiowa.org/csa.

GLOBAL GREENS CSA PILOTS 
HOME DELIVERY IN DRAKE AREA

With help from DNA Beautification 
Committee members Michael 
Christl and Kevin Venhaus, 18  
Drake University student leaders are 
giving Michael’s Garden, the green 
space in the traffic triangle near 25th 
Street and Cottage Grove Avenue, 
a makeover. They hope to improve 
the landscaping and turn the space 
into an oasis with seating and a Little 
Free Library where neighbors who 
have passed away can be honored 
and remembered. They’re planning 
a volunteer work day at the site from  
7 a.m. to noon on May 6. Want to 
help? Wear clothes you don’t mind 
getting dirty and show up at the garden. 

MICHAEL’S GARDEN IS 
GETTING A MAKEOVER

To neaten up a key entrance 
to the neighborhood before the 
Drake Relays begin, DNA board 
member Eldon “Mac” McAfee is 
organizing a cleanup along 31st 
Street from Interstate 235 to 
University Avenue on April 25.  
Want to help? Grab a pair of work 
gloves and a garbage bag, and 
meet at the Walgreens parking lot 
at 6 p.m.

PRE-RELAYS CLEANUP  
ON 31ST STREET

Letting newspapers pile up on your 
front walk or stoop not only makes  
the neighborhood look junky: It’s 
a sign to would-be burglars that 
no one’s home. So, be a good 
neighbor: Pick up your paper in a 
timely manner. Put your newspaper 
delivery on hold or ask a neighbor to 
collect it for you if you’re going to be 
out of town. And call your newspaper 
carrier to request that your paper  
be delivered near the door, not on  
the sidewalk.

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
PICK UP PAPERS, PLEASE

Leaving bins out longer than necessary 
can junk up the neighborhood, invite 
unwanted rummaging, and obscure 
sight lines for motorists, cyclists, 
and pedestrians. What’s more: 
Setting waste bins out more than 
12 hours before collection time and/
or leaving them out for more than 12 
hours afterward is a violation of city 
ordinance, punishable by $250 to $500 
per offense! So, be a good neighbor: 
Set your trash, recycling, and yard 
waste bins out the night before or the 
morning of your collection day and 
retrieve emptied bins the evening of 
your collection day, along with any trash 
that may have spilled during collection. 
Your neighbors will thank you!

PUT BINS AWAY PROMPTLY

RULES

https://www.facebook.com/events/1872029423044727
http://lsiowa.org/csa


Three cheers for...

Michael Christl, DNA board 
member and president of the 
Drake Neighborhood Farmers 
Market, was honored for his 
volunteer work, including leading 
the charge to revive the farmers 
market in 2016 after its three-
year hiatus and recent efforts to 
revitalize Michael’s Garden.

Chris Reindl, a Des Moines city 
housing inspector, was honored for 
his work with Drake’s Neighborhood 
Based Service Delivery (NBSD) team 
to identify housing and code violations 
and clean up problem and vacant 
properties in the neighborhood.

Nicole Tapps accepted the 
award for Neighborhood Finance 
Corporation, which was honored for 
its work in the neighborhood. NFC 
helps people obtain mortgages  
and forgivable $10,000 loans for 
vital home improvements in blighted 
neighborhoods.

Each April at its Alice Rodine-Bob Mickle Dinner, the Des Moines Neighbors organization recognizes people  
who make a difference in neighborhoods across the city. This year’s honorees from our neighborhood are:  

THIS YEAR’S RODINE-MICKLE AWARDS RECIPIENTS FROM DRAKE

Going on vacation? Did you know that police officers 
assigned to our neighborhood will drive by your home 
as time allows on their regular patrols if you let them 
know you’re going to be out of town? Just call the non-
emergency Des Moines Police Department dispatch 
office at 515-283-4811 and request vacation watch. 

Cars broken into or rummaged through? File a police 
report—even if nothing is stolen. Reports help cops catch 
whoever is doing this.

CRIME PREVENTION TIPS
See or suspect drug activity on your street? Call the 
Des Moines Police Department’s vice/narcotics control 
unit at (515) 283-4830 or (515) 237-1594. Sgt. Mark 
McKinney says every call to that unit is logged and 
responded to. Be sure to note as much detail as you 
can: the house address (rather than just an intersection 
or block), physical descriptions of people, vehicle makes 
and models and license plates, and the time of day that 
you witness suspicious activity.

Drake Neighborhood is one of the Des Moines 
neighborhoods that participate in the City’s 
Neighborhood Based Service Delivery (NBSD) 
program. The program incorporates assets from all 
city departments in an effort to enhance the quality 
of services to the designated neighborhoods. 
Make sure to contact them regarding crime, 

Neighborhood Issues?

DRAKE NBSD TEAM MEMBERS
Sgt. Mark McKinney
Des Moines Police Department/NBSD
(515) 778-4218
mamckinney@dmgov.org

Chris Reindl
Housing Inspector/NBSD
Office (515) 283-4797 Cell (515) 208-0285
clreindl@dmgov.org

Jon Raleigh
Housing Inspector/NBSD
Office (515) 237-1437 Cell (515) 515-208-0311
jpraleigh@dmgov.org

Bill Cappuccio
NBSD Committee Chair
(515) 710-7591
bill@wrc3.net

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS
Police (Non-emergency): 515-283-4811
Des Moines Public Schools security: 515-242-7621
Drake Dept. of Public Safety: 515-271-2222
Sgt. Dustin Runge: 515-202-9165
City Action Center: 515-283-4500
Animal Control: 515-242-2720
Graffiti Hotline: 515-283-4500
Weed Control: 515-286-3005

DNA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President: Kristina Johnson
(515) 975-1172
kj4kristina.johnson@gmail.com
 
Vice President: Jen Sayers
(515) 681-2443
jen@bijougrafix.com

Secretary: David Courard-Hauri
(515) 277-6885
david.courard-hauri@drake.edu

Treasurer: Mark Schneider
marks1809@aol.com

In AN emergency,  

ALWAYS call 911 FIRST!

suspicious activing, or zoning- or housing-related 
problems in the neighborhood. Email nbsd@
drakeneighborhood.org to reach the whole NBSD 
team. When you notify the entire team, the issue 
has a much better chance of being resolved. If we 
work together as neighbors and help our team out, 
everybody wins.

HERE’S WHO 
TO CONTACT

SURVEY  
SAYS...

This spring, the Drake Neighborhood Association 
is surveying all who live, work, study, worship, and 
play in the neighborhood. We want to know what 
you love about the neighborhood, what you think 
needs more work, what interests you, and what 
talents you have to share with your neighbors. 
We will be using the results of the survey to drive 
programs and neighbor engagement. Please take 
the survey now online at drakeneighborhood.org/
quiz/public-input-survey and share the link with 
your friends and neighbors!   

THE DRAKE 
NEIGHBORHOOD  

PUBLIC INPUT SURVEY  
IS NOW LIVE! TAKE  

IT ONLINE TODAY, 
AND BE HEARD! 

http://drakeneighborhood.org/quiz/public-input-survey
http://drakeneighborhood.org/quiz/public-input-survey


The Drake Neighborhood Association 
is seeking new business members, 
partners, and sponsors for events 
throughout the year. Businesses 
can become partners for as little as 
$125 or members for as little as $50. 
Benefits increase with sponsorship 
levels and include things like 
your company logo on marketing 

materials and Facebook posts, 
as well as advertisements in a 
quarterly newsletter that reaches 
customers right here in the Drake 
Neighborhood. If you’re interested 
in becoming a partner or supporting 
member, please contact DNA board 
member Amy Clark at dsmajc@
gmail.com. 

CALLING ALL DRAKE-AREA BUSINESSES: WE WANT YOU!
Become a business member of the  
Drake Neighborhood Association to get...

YOUR BUSINESS 
NAME HERE! 

EDITOR: Nichole Aksamit Purcell, nicholeaksamit@yahoo.com. DESIGNER: Katelin Brown, katelinmariebrown@gmail.com.

Know an awesome neighbor, a cool 
location, or an upcoming event in the 
neighborhood? Let us know about 
it! Neighborhood volunteers produce 
this newsletter quarterly and maintain 
the Drake Neighborhood Association 
website and Facebook pages. 
Contact the newsletter team: Nichole 
Aksamit Purcell and Katelin Brown 
at nicholeaksamit@yahoo.com or 
katelinmariebrown@gmail.com.  
We’d love to hear from you! 

Got A Story Idea?

WE’VE MOVED TO A NEW SPOT!
The Drake Neighborhood Association 
still holds its regular monthly board 
meetings at 7 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month. But as of 
March, thanks to the hospitality of our 
new hosts, we moved our meetings 
to Cottage Grove Church, 1050 24th 
St. Join us there next month, won’t 
you? We’d love to see you there!

membership and meeting neWS
NOT YET A MEMBER? JOIN US!
You can join or renew as a member 
of the Drake Neighborhood 
Association three ways: with cash 
or check at one of our meetings, 
with a check mailed to us (at Drake 
Neighborhood Association, PO Box 
41128, Des Moines, IA 50311) or 
by PayPal at drakeneighborhood.
org. Membership benefits include 
access to our informative quarterly 
newsletter and newsy email blasts, 

invitations to neighborhood events, 
plus opportunities to meet your 
neighbors and get involved in making 
our neighborhood even better. 

GET 5 YEARS FOR THE PRICE OF 4
Save $20 and avoid the hassle of 
annual renewal by choosing the 
Drake Neighborhood Association’s 
newest membership option, five 
years for just $80. Regular annual 
memberships are $20 per year. 

A Drake Relays tradition, the 
contest is now in its 38th year. This 

year’s winner is Prudence, owned 
by Angela and Tom Miller  

of Des Moines.
 

Want more Beautiful Bulldog 
information? Follow Beautiful 

Bulldog Contest at Drake 
University on Facebook.

Drake University has a  
Beautiful Bulldog Contest? 

DID YOU 
KNOW...

Hey, ARE YOU  
ON FACEBOOK?
We’re on Facebook! Please find,  
“like,” and connect with us  
@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation.

mailto:nicholeaksamit%40yahoo.com?subject=DNA%20newsletter%20story%20idea
mailto:katelinschwarck%40gmail.com?subject=DNA%20Newsletter%20story%20idea
https://www.facebook.com/BeautifulBulldog/
https://www.facebook.com/BeautifulBulldog/
https://www.facebook.com/BeautifulBulldog/
https://www.facebook.com/DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation/

