Drake Neighborhood Association

Board Minutes
(pending Board approval)
February 8, 2006
First Christian Church

Board members present: Dave Courard-Hauri, President; Trish Davis, Treasurer; Jon Krieg, Secretary; Bonnie Hall; Donya Harvey; Joachim Jonassen; Bill LaHay; Eldon McAfee; Dolph Pulliam; Jennifer Sayers; Marty Schmidt; Heidi Wessels 
Board members absent: Dean Blum; Donya Harvey; Carl McPherson; Bruce Wilson
Dave called the meeting to order.

1. Approval of January 11, 2006 Board Minutes. Heidi moved and Marty seconded approval of the January 11, 2006 Board minutes.  Motion carried with an aye vote.
2. NBSD Report/Related Topics: DMPD officer Deb Richardson said there were 487 crime reports for the Drake area in 2005. Police are working overtime to break a recent city-wide robbery spree.
A home for veterans is scheduled to open on April 15 at 3650 Cottage Grove.

Ed Leedom said several public nuisance properties are in the process of being downsized and renovated. There have been four suspected arsons in the neighborhood since last fall; they involve inter-family disputes and have not been random acts; no one was injured.
Dave said he’s called Mr. Lake, trying to work out a time for Ed to do inspections of his properties. Ed said he’ll send a letter to Mr. Lake dictating a date for the inspection; Ed will inform Dave of the date. Deb will go along.

The Board thanked Deb and Ed for their efforts.

3. Treasurer’s Report: Trish gave the treasurer’s report. 

4. Discussion of the Thresholds Festival request for additional funds: Sandra Eddings presented more information about the Thresholds Festival, which is requesting additional funds from DNA. (The Board earlier approved $250 for this year’s festival.) The Festival is hoping DNA buys another ad in the program book.
Sandra gave details about ESL and mentoring programs at First Christian. This year will mark the 10th anniversary of the Drake Farmer’s Market, which will be celebrated June 7.

Marty reviewed past donations and DNA’s cash flow. Further discussion ensued.

Heidi moved and Jennifer seconded that the Board contribute another $250 to Thresholds, capping our donation for this year at $500. Motion carried with an aye vote.

The DNA president and vice-president will attend the Thresholds lunch at President Maxwell’s home.

The Board agreed that we will adopt an application form for groups to use when seeking donations from the Board. The form will include a space designated “for office use only” so that the Board can track whether the goals of the donation were met.
5. Discussion of parking changes on University Avenue: Larry James spoke to the Board and asked for its approval of changing parking restrictions on University between ML King and 31st. At present, rush hour restrictions prohibit parking on the north side between 4-6 p.m., and the south side between 7-9 a.m. The proposal would be to change the restrictions to two-hours. Discussion followed.
Heidi moved and Bill seconded that the DNA support the concept of this parking change pending Drake’s review of it. Motion carried with an aye vote. Dolph abstained.

6. New Vice President: Dave said that Carl can’t continue as V.P. and wants to step down; he may be resigning from the Board, as well. Heidi moved and Bill seconded that the Board accept Carl’s resignation as Vice President. Motion carried with an aye vote.
Dave said that the DNA needs to choose a V.P. since there’s a significant chance he won’t be returning to Drake next semester. A V.P. would likely become president in June rather than January. Marty said she would accept the nomination as V.P. The Board unanimously approved Marty as the new V.P.
The Board discussed members’ attendance at meetings. If a member misses three meetings, the Board has the option of voting that person off. Dave will ask Carl if he wants to continue on the Board and will e-mail Donya and Bruce about attendance. All members are expected to notify the president in advance if they cannot attend a meeting.

7. Discussion of 3650 Cottage Grove: Dave and the Board discussed this property and plans for its future. Dave said it will be a home for veterans who’ve had problems. It’s scheduled to open April 15. Dave said Ed Leedom says that the owner will come and talk with us. Dave will forward information about the house to the Board.
8. Kum & Go Update: Dave says there’s not much to report at the moment. The DNA needs a task force to meet with Kum & Go. (Jennifer Sayers will serve on it as a representative of the Drake Business Association; Dolph said he can sit on it as a representative from Drake, which is neutral on the matter.) Representing the DNA on the task force will be Dave, Bill, and Jennifer and Larry James. Dave said this task force will come back to the DNA’s March meeting with a resolution.

9. New Membership Booklets: Heidi referred to the new membership booklets. She and Jennifer Sayers will be working on a new membership brochure. The goal is to increase DNA membership by 100, which would be a 20% hike. They will e-mail DNA letterhead to all Board members.

10. Organization Reports

Drake University: Dolph said there will be a meeting on Tuesday, March 7 at 6 p.m. in Levitt Hall for the boards of nearby neighborhood groups, the Neighborhood Advisory Council, the principal of Roosevelt High School and security personnel to discuss night high school football games at Drake Stadium. He said this is not a public hearing, but is open to board members only. 

Drake will hold an event to mark the “setting of the lights” for the stadium and the softball field. Lights will need to be on for five days straight, 24 hours per day. Drake will get this information out to people. Jon asked Dolph to be sure that Drake, at a minimum, notifies every resident along Meek Ave. and 28th Street.

April 15 will be the scrub day for DNA and nearby neighborhoods. Also, Drake will be celebrating 100 years of men’s basketball this coming weekend.

Drake Business Association and other DNA committees: No report this month.
11. Jennifer James on Drake Neighborhood History: Jennifer James presented on celebrating the 125th anniversary of the Drake neighborhood. There will be a history lecture on March 4 from 10 a.m. to noon at First Christian.

Trish and Bonnie will coordinate the schedule of quarterly meetings.

The meeting adjourned.
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