Drake Neighborhood Association Board Meeting

Wednesday, August 8th, 7 p.m. 

Holiday Inn Express
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1. Call to Order 
Marty called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.
2. Welcome and Introductions

Guests: Bob Gurness- Waveland Park Assn & Vision Committee for Roosevelt Cultural 

Tim Shots- Principal at Hubbell Elementary

Rob McCullough- Managing Director of the Playhouse

Sheena Thomas- Director of Vision Committee

3. Approval of Agenda and Previous Meeting’s Minutes

Minutes approved with a motion from Bonnie and second from Deb 

Addition of full history of the House Tour Profits

Address on file with the IRS is correct

4. Neighborhood Based Service Delivery- Ed Leedom & Deb Richardson absent

NEST Team has made 95 arrests in 2 weeks & they have the addresses of “hot spots” and are applying pressure appropriately. 

Drake has been working with NEST to alleviate the trespassing by panhandlers by asking for identification and stopping vehicles on campus. 

5. Streetscape/ traffic calming plan for 42nd Street by Roosevelt Cultural District

Presentation given by guests for the Roosevelt Cultural District Vision Committee:


Proposed Improvements for the area between I-235 and Crocker on 42nd Street:

· Additional landscaping (trees), fence improvement by Hubbell, addition of public art, traffic signal on 42nd & Crocker, Chamberlain would change to a one-way street going east, take Crocker back to the curved configuration as it was with the street car line, Rollins would have additional rear-entry parking and would remain a one way going east, addition of playground & retention pond on the corner of 42nd & Chamberlain

· Would like surrounding Neighborhood Associations to give comments, input and support of the proposed plan

· Most of the plans will be done by the City and have to go into the capital improvement plan

· City is still planning to put in a recreation trail east of the bridge behind the sound wall

· Discussion of the problems with the interchange on and off I-235 on 42nd 

· Dolph motioned that the DNA board approve the improvements and concepts to the Roosevelt Cultural District that were presented to the board, Eldon seconded, carried with an aye vote. Marty will send a letter of the support to Sheena and Bob will make sure that the board retains a copy of the plan

6. Des Moines Marathon

Guests: Tina Newbury and daughter and Chris Burch, Chairman of the Des Moines Marathon

· Marathon is October 21, 2007, starts and finishes in Nolan Plaza and will come through the Drake Neighborhood, 

· Race starts at 8:00am and first racer will hit Drake Neighborhood around 9:00am and all racers should be through the neighborhood by 12:00pm

· Des Moines Police will make areas of Kingman, 25th and 26th No Parking for the weekend, the signs for No Parking will be posted on the Friday before the race and taken down after the race is over.

· Eldon asked that the City take the signs down right after the race as opposed to waiting until Monday morning

· DSM Marathon would like DNA help to support the racers when they come through 

· DSM Marathon would also like to see if the DNA has interest in putting a water station on 26th and Kingman which would require 20-25 volunteers, the marathon provides cups, tables, water and training, volunteers need to be ready by 8:30am and stay until 12:00pm

· Marty asked if the police officer assigned to the area can stay longer to direct the traffic for the last runners

· DNA will put info. Provided by DSM Marathon in the newsletter and on the website and on the schedule of events

· Trish motioned that the DNA put together a volunteer group to do a water station at mile marker 11 & 13 and that we notify residents, Bonnie seconded the motion, carried with an aye vote. Any questions about the marathon: 288-2692 DSM or info@desmoinesmarathon.com

7. Treasurer’s report & Update on Audit Plan

· Trish provided the balance for the checking and money market accounts

· Most of the receipts are in for National Night Out

· Bill checked with his CPA who would charge about $150-$200 for the professional annual review of the books for Non-profit organizations, this is not a legal audit

· Marty reminded board of our fiduciary duty 

· An annual review by the CPA would replace the internal audit that was discussed at the last two meetings.

· Eldon motioned that DNA hire the CPA firm to look at 2007 books, Seconded by Deb, Carried with aye vote, with one opposed. Bill will set up the initial meeting. 

8. Kingman Island Cruise
· Still looking at September 8th
· Marty is still working on securing the band

· Marty is also looking into how we will handle the food

9. Committee Reports

a. Drake University- Dolph reported: Incoming freshman will be in town August 20th and Saturday, August 25th will be the volunteer day which will consist of neighborhood clean-up as far south as Cottage Grove and as far north as Clark and west to 34th. Will be doing some work projects at the Ramsey home, about 60 students will work in Drake Park to clean up and the remaining projects will be on campus. 

Students can flyer the neighborhood for DNA, we need to complete the flyer and have it printed by August 17th. The area to be fliered should within a reasonable walking distance from the school.

Michael garden also could use about 6 students to weed.

Could also use about 12 students to do mulching.

Total of all students needed for DNA projects is 75-100

Neighborhood Activity Passes- Dolph would like a directory/ list for mailing; Bonnie   suggested Dolph contact the city for this.

b. Drake Business Association- Dolph reported- still working with Dog Town Festival, date is set for September 29th. Business after hours went well, next one will be at Irene’s Floral on August 30th

c. Civic Affairs- Board of Adjustments- 1052 26th Street would like to have home business office and storage for a wine tasting business but they would not be selling the wine out of their house nor would they be having customers at their home. Marty will talk with the residents and let the board know if there is more information needed on this decision. 

d. Volunteer/ Scheduling- no discussion

e. Membership- no discussion

f. Communications- Betsey has volunteered to prepare the newsletter. Newsletter is coming out and everything needs to be to Betsey by the end of the week. 

g. Beautification Spring annual planting

h. Special Events- Next Association Meeting is September 20th

Next year’s National Night Out- Bonnie proposed that we approve the budget now for next year so that we can get school supplies on sale this year - $675. Deb motioned and Betsey seconded, Carried with aye vote

10. Old Business

a. Open Board Position- will post this in the newsletter

b. Gladys Burkhead Award- given for volunteer service in the neighborhood, discussion of giving the recipient daffodils and a framed certificate rather than a plaque or some kind of floral arrangement. We will stick with a plaque and add a flower arrangement and give at the last meeting. We need to ask for nominations in the newsletter. 

Next board meeting will be at Holiday Inn Express on September 12th at 7:00p.m.

11. Adjourn 
Marty adjourned the meeting at 9:11pm.







