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The Drake Neighborhood Association hosts its 
Holiday Potluck and Annual Board Election on 
December 13, and you’re invited!

Bring a dish to share. See (and sample!) 
what all your neighbors have cooked up this 
year. Then stay for the meeting and cast your 
vote.* Seven seats are up for election on our 
15-member board, which also will be electing 
its officers for 2018 and 2019. 

We’ll start dishing up around 6:30 p.m., with a 
short business meeting and election at 7 p.m. 
It all happens at the Polk County Central  
Senior Center, 2008 Forest Ave. (just southwest 
of Forest Avenue and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Parkway). See you there!

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

holiday 
potluck
& election 6:30-8:30pm DEC. 13

*The meeting and potluck are open to the public. But 
only current paid association members may vote in 
board elections. You can start or renew a membership at 
drakeneighborhood.org or, with cash or check, at any board 
meeting. Membership is $20 per year or $80 for five years.

BRING SOME FOOD, 
EAT SOME FOOd,  
& CAST YOUR VOTE!

http://www.drakeneighborhood.org


Due to secretary David Courard-Hauri’s decision to 
step down, vice president Jennifer Sayers’ desire to 
step up into the president role now that her work on 
the 42nd Street streetscape project is winding down, 
and president Kristina Johnson’s readiness to move 
into the past president role, we have three cabinet 
openings and a new slate of board members who wish 
to lead as board officers in 2018 and 2019. They are: 

• Jennifer Sayers for president
• Lori Calhoun for vice president
• Amy Clark for secretary
• Mark Schneider for treasurer

THE BOARD 
CANDIDATES ARE...

THE OFFICER 
CANDIDATES ARE...

Some years we find ourselves a little short on 
nominees, but this year we have nine candidates for 
seven open seats, each for a two-year term, on the 
15-member Drake Neighborhood Association board. 
The candidates are: 

• Lori Calhoun (incumbent), who owns a home in the 
neighborhood and is a finance director at Principal 
Financial Group

• Michael Christl (incumbent), who owns a home in 
the neighborhood, operates payment-processing 
and snow-removal businesses, and heads the Drake 
Neighborhood Farmers Market

• Kaitlyn Humpal (new), a social worker who lives in 
and is purchasing her first home in the neighborhood

• Eldon “Mac” McAfee (incumbent), who owns a 
home in the neighborhood and is an attorney at 
Brick Gentry

• Eddie Robinson, Jr. (incumbent), a master gardener 
who lives in the neighborhood and manages the 
Drake Neighborhood Community Garden

• Jennifer Sayers (incumbent), who owns a home 
and operates a graphic design and printing company 
in the neighborhood and currently serves as DNA 
board vice president

• Mark Schneider (incumbent), who owns a home and 
operates an auto repair shop in the neighborhood 
and currently serves as DNA board treasurer

• Erin Sears (new), a public school teacher who grew 
up in the neighborhood and, after 17 years away, 
recently returned and purchased a home

• John Smith (new), the vice president for university 
advancement at Drake University

The general membership will be invited to cast ballots 
for seven of the candidates, and the top seven vote-
getters will be elected at our December 13 meeting. 
The board will also elect officers. Speaking of which...

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

ELECTION 
INFO

ELECTION 
INFO

THE FINE PRINT: Additional board candidates may be 
added to the ballot by petition signed by at least three 
current association members and received by the board 
(via email to info@drakeneighborhood.org) no later than 
Dec. 1.  For those unable to vote in person, ballots may 
be obtained in advance and returned prior to the meeting.



Cold weather didn’t deter volunteers 
Linda Tibbs, Martha Gelhaus, and 
Cindy Dunkerson on planting day. New trees join established ones along Kingman Boulevard.

PHOTOS, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT, BY KEVIN POKORNY, NICHOLE AKSAMIT PURCELL, AND LINDA TIBBS

Seeing more trees in the 
neighborhood? You’re not 
imagining things. Dozens of 
neighbors turned out on a chilly 
Saturday to plant 49 trees along 
Kingman Boulevard and side 
streets. The Oct. 29 project was 
sponsored by Trees Forever, 
Des Moines-area TreeKeepers, 
the City of Des Moines Forestry 
Division, the West Side Chamber, 
and the Drake Neighborhood 
Association.  A big thank you to all 
the organizers and volunteers.

 more 
TREES?

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
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wraps UPwraps UP

now rolling

42  Street project 

The Roosevelt Cultural District’s 
streetscape improvement project 
along 42nd Street north of 
Interstate 235 is nearly complete. 
The $1.7 million project, funded 
by grants from Polk County and 
Principal as well as local resident 
and business donations, aims to 
make 42nd Street north of I-235 
safer and more attractive for 
motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
It involves burying local utility lines, 
adding a center turn lane and a bus 
lane, and reconfiguring parking and 
traffic flow in and around the Shops 
at Roosevelt. Construction began 
in earnest this spring. While some 
electrical work remains, a ribbon 
cutting is scheduled for 4:15 p.m. 
on Dec. 7 to celebrate the project’s 
completion. For more information, 
visit the Facebook event page for 
the ribbon cutting.

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

nd

B-Cycle STATIONS 

now rolling
Good news for those who like to 
bike downhill and walk uphill: 
Four B-cycle stations providing 
short-term bike rentals are now 
up and running in the Drake 
Neighborhood! Anyone can 
purchase a daily, monthly, or 
yearly pass online or a 30-minute 
pass from a B-cycle station kiosk. 

Then you select a bike, go for a 
ride, and return the bike to any 
B-cycle station in the city. There 
are more than a dozen active 
B-cycle stations in and around 
downtown Des Moines. So you 
can coast downtown (downhill) 
from Drake, and walk or take the 
bus (uphill) back home!

By Katelin Brown
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https://www.facebook.com/events/191351738105197/
https://www.facebook.com/events/191351738105197/
https://desmoines.bcycle.com/top-nav-pages/rates-membership/rates2


By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

26  Street SITE WORK FALLS 

a LITTLE bEHIND
th

A $56 million hotel, housing, 
and retail project proposed 
for University Avenue and 
26th Streets, on property 
which has long been home to 
Drake University parking lots 
and rental houses, is running 
about three months behind 
schedule.

In the spring, when the 
university announced it was 
selling the property to Nelson 
Construction & Development 
for the project, the university 
was to clear five houses 
from the site and complete 
the handover by September. 
Crews demolished three of 
the houses in August, graded 
the ground over two of those 
three, and began preparing 

the other two houses for 
relocation to the nearby 
Sherman Hill neighborhood. 

Three months later, however, 
foundation rubble, sagging 
plastic fencing, and a half-
covered basement pit 
remained at one of the 
demolished house lots, and 
the two houses to be moved 
were still there. John Smith, 
interim community liaison 
for Drake University, said a 
permit snag for the relocation 
site held up initial moving 
plans and a November 14 
moving date fell through, but 
crews now plan to move the 
houses on December 5.

Because of the site delays, 
Alexander Grgurich of Nelson 
said his company won’t take 
possession of the property 
until the end of the year. He 
said Nelson is still working to 
select a hotel brand partner 
before it can solidify its 
designs, engage again with 
neighbors, or submit plans for 
city approval. 

In addition to a four-story 
hotel east of 26th Street, 
the project is to include 
apartments, retail space and 
townhomes between 26th 
and 27th Streets. “We are 
working on the hotel project 
first,” Grgurich said. “It won’t 
start until late summer or 
early fall 2018.”

PHOTO BY NICHOLE AKSAMIT PURCELL

Workers resurfaced the playground 
areas at Drake Park in October, 
and city parks crews have since 
returned the swing sets, slides, 
and jungle gym. 

The equipment was removed this 
summer after the safety surfacing 
was damaged.  

The spongy blue surfacing cushions 
kids’ landing when they jump down 
from swings and slides.

playground  
all spruced up
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
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EVERYONE WON 
AT NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
An estimated 150 neighbors turned 
out for this year’s National Night 
Out celebration at Drake Park on 
August 1. 

The Drake Neighborhood Association 
grilled burgers and hotdogs and served 
more than a dozen salads, sides, 
and desserts to neighbors, friends, 
and local police and firefighters who 
dropped in for the annual community-
building event. And everyone (yes, 
everyone!) who entered the raffle and 
stuck around for drawings won a prize. 
We had lots of donations this year!

Many thanks to board members 
Nichole Aksamit Purcell and 
Kristina Johnson for planning the 
event and preparing food, board 
member Eldon “Mac” McAfee for 
bringing and manning the grill, 
the whole board for its help, and 
the awesome neighbor kids and 
volunteers who helped set up and 
tear down. 

NEW NEIGHBORHOOD
LIAISON AT DRAKE
Nick Valdez is no longer serving 
as Drake University’s community 
liaison. John Smith, vice president 
for university advancement at 
Drake, said the university has 
listed the position and hopes 
to hire a successor in January. 
For now, Smith is serving as 
the university’s main contact for 
neighbors. He can be reached at  
john.smith@drake.edu.

PLAYHOUSE OFFERS  
15% OFF TICKETS

The Des Moines Community 
Playhouse is offering 
discounted tickets for Drake 

Neighborhood Association 
members and residents through 
the end of the year. Current and 
upcoming shows include A Little 
House Christmas (Nov. 3-26) 

and Disney’s The Little Mermaid (Dec. 
1-24). To get the discount, go to the 
”Buy Tickets” page of dmplayhouse.
com. Choose your performance, 
select your seats, enter discount code 
DNA17, and click “apply” to receive 15 
percent off regular ticket prices.

CITY ASKS: WHAT DO YOU 
WANT FROM YOUR PARKS?
The Des Moines Parks and 
Recreation Department is seeking 
neighborhood input about critical, 
desirable, and pie-in-the-sky 
amenities for the city’s parks. The 
input will help inform LiveDSM, 
the city’s parks and recreation 
comprehensive plan, which will 
shape current and future parks 
in the city for years to come. You 
can weigh in by taking the online 
questionnaire now through Dec. 1. 
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https://www.dmplayhouse.com/buytickets
http://dmplayhouse.com
http://dmplayhouse.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LiveDSM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LiveDSM


Drake Neighborhood participates in the city’s 
Neighborhood Based Service Delivery (NBSD) 
program. The program coordinates assets from 
multiple city departments in an effort to improve 
services to residents in participating neighborhoods. 
So if you have a crime-, safety-, zoning-, or 

GOT Neighborhood Issues?

DRAKE NBSD TEAM MEMBERS 
Sgt. Mark McKinney
Des Moines Police Department
515-778-4218
mamckinney@dmgov.org

Chris Reindl
Housing Inspector
Office: 515-283-4797 Cell: 515-208-0285
clreindl@dmgov.org

Jon Raleigh
Housing Inspector
Office: 515-237-1437 Cell: 515-208-0311
jpraleigh@dmgov.org

Bill Cappuccio
NBSD Committee Chair
515-710-7591
bill@wrc3.net

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS
Police (non-emergency): 515-283-4811
Des Moines Public Schools security: 515-242-7621
Drake Dept. of Public Safety: 515-271-2222
Sgt. Dustin Runge: 515-202-9165
City Action Center: 515-283-4500
Animal Control: 515-242-2720
Graffiti Hotline: 515-248-6331
Weed Control: 515-286-3005

DNA BOARD OFFICERS
President: Kristina Johnson
515-975-1172
kj4kristina.johnson@gmail.com
 
Vice President: Jennifer Sayers
515-681-2443
jen@bijougrafix.com

Secretary: David Courard-Hauri
515-277-6885
david.courard-hauri@drake.edu

Treasurer: Mark Schneider
515-277-4268
marks1809@aol.com

FOR emergencIES,
CALL 911 FIRSt!

housing-related concern, it’s smart to contact our 
NBSD team.  Email nbsd@drakeneighborhood,org 
to reach the whole NBSD team. If you notify the 
entire team, the issue has a much better chance of 
being resolved. If we work together as neighbors 
and help our team out, everybody wins!

HERE’S WHO 
TO CALL

CRIME & SAFETY TIPS By Katelin Brown & Nichole Aksamit Purcell 

GOING ON VACATION? 
Did you know that police officers 
assigned to our neighborhood 
will drive by your home on regular 
patrols as time allows if you let 
them know you’re out of town? 

Just call the non-emergency Des 
Moines Police Department dispatch 
office at 515-283-4811 and request 
vacation watch.

SUSPECT DRUG ACTIVITY?
Call the Des Moines Police 
Department’s vice/narcotics control 
unit at 515-283-4830 or 515-237-
1594. Sgt. Mark McKinney says 
every call that comes into the unit is 
logged and responded to. 

Be sure to note as much detail as 
you can: the house address (rather 
than just an intersection or block), 

physical descriptions of people, 
vehicle makes and models and 
license plates, and times of day that 
you witness suspicious activity.

CARS BROKEN INTO OR 
RUMMAGED THROUGH?
File a police report—even  
if nothing is stolen. Police want 
to find whoever is doing this. And 
reports help. 

mailto:nbsd%40drakeneighborhood?subject=


1. BEcome A MEMBER
You can join or renew as a member 
of the Drake Neighborhood 
Association three ways: by credit 
card at drakeneighborhood.
org; with cash or check at one 
of our meetings; or with your 
name, address, telephone 
number, email, and a check 
mailed to Drake Neighborhood 
Association, PO Box 41128, Des 
Moines, IA 50311.  

Membership is just $20 a 
year or $80 for five years. 
Benefits include access to our 
quarterly newsletter and newsy 
email blasts, invitations to 
neighborhood events, the ability 
to vote during board elections 
and be nominated for seats on 
the board, plus opportunities to 
meet neighbors and get involved 
in making our neighborhood 
even better.

Membership dollars help support 
the events and activities of our 
all-volunteer association. 

WAYS to ENGAGE

Support your neighborhood and 
reach thousands of loyal local 
customers by joining the Drake 
Neighborhood Association as a 
business member ($50 a year) or 
sponsor ($125 and up). Benefits 
increase with sponsorship levels 
and include advertising to the 
people most likely to support your 
business (those who live here!) 
and the good feeling you get from 
helping fund our all-volunteer 

association’s efforts to make one 
of the city’s largest, oldest, and 
most diverse neighborhoods even 
better. We’re seeking business 
members and sponsors for the 
2018 calendar year right NOW. 
Please contact Amy Clark at 515-
210-4139 or dsmajc@gmail.com 
for more information and to secure 
your slot/role in our 2018 social 
media, newsletters, and special 
events lineup!

CALLING all DRAKE-AREA BUSINESSES: WE NEED YOU!

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Nichole Aksamit Purcell, nicholeaksamit@yahoo.com. DESIGNER: Katelin Brown, katelinmariebrown@gmail.com.

is a proud supporter of the Drake 
Neighborhood Association!

2. COME TO A MEETING 
The Drake Neighborhood 
Association board meets at 7 p.m. 
the second Wednesday of each 
month, at the Polk County Central 
Senior Center, 2008 Forest Ave., 
unless otherwise noted. (Check 
for updates on our Facebook 
page, on the Nextdoor app, and 
on the drakeneighborhood.org 
website.) Our next two meetings 
are December 13 and January 10. 

3. FIND US on FACEBOOK
It’s a great way to stay in the 
loop about what’s happening in 
the neighborhood, find volunteer 
opportunities, and connect with 
other neighbors. So please find, 
like, and follow us on Facebook (@
DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation) 
and encourage your neighbors 
to do so, too! (We’re still a little 
short of our 1,000-follower goal, 
and every click helps!)

4. share your skills
Drake is a great big neighborhood, 
full of diverse people, talents, 
and needs. Why not match 
your passions and skills with a 
neighborhood project? 

Whether it’s for a single 
event (like a movie night in 
the park or a summer block 
party) or an ongoing issue 
(like marketing, beautification, 
safety, development, or neighbor 
outreach), tell us what you’re 
interested in or good at, and we’ll 
find a project to suit you! 

We’re building our volunteer and 
committee lists for 2018, and we 
know we need LOTS of people 
to help out (even just a little) 
throughout the year to help things 
go smoothly. 

Just email your name, address, 
and a sentence or two about 
yourself and the kinds of 
things you’d like to help with to 
nicholeaksamit@yahoo.com by 
January 1, 2018. 

mailto:dsmajc%40gmail.com?subject=DNA%20Business%20Member/Sponsor%20Info
mailto:%20nicholeaksamit%40yahoo.com?subject=DNA%20Newsletter
mailto:%20katelinmariebrown%40gmail.com?subject=DNA%20Newsletter

