
NATIONAL
NIGHT
OUT

JOIN US TUESDAY
AT DRAKE PARK!
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Turn on your porch lights, bring the kids, and 
join your neighbors for National Night Out 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 1, at 
Drake Park. 

As part of this annual community-building 
event, you’ll get to meet other residents of the 
Drake Neighborhood, public safety officers, 
city and neighborhood association leaders, 
and enjoy free games, music, and food with 
your neighbors.

Please stop by and say hi, help us put a name 
to a face, and stay for dinner and fun! We’ll 
have music, games, and prizes. There will 
be face-painting, chalk art, bubbles, and a 
wading pool for the kids. And we’ll be serving 
up burgers, hotdogs, lemonade, and more. 

It’s all free, thanks to the Drake 
Neighborhood Association and our 
sponsors, New Life Church and HyVee. 

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

http://www.drakeneighborhood.org


SAVE THE DATE...
Mark your calendars for these 
upcoming neighborhood events.

JULY 29: Organizing for Action’s 
International Potluck, noon to  
4 p.m., Drake Park

AUG. 1: National Night Out,  
5 p.m. to 8 p.m., Drake Park

AUG. 3: Roosevelt Cultural District 
Summer Street Party, 5 p.m. to  
9 p.m. on Rollins Street between 
41st Street and 42nd Street

AUG. 9: Drake Neighborhood 
Association August Meeting,  
7 p.m., Polk County Central 
Senior Center

AUG. 15: Tentative date for 
house moves from 26th Street

AUG. 28: Drake University  
students return

SEPT. 13: Drake Neighborhood 
Association September Meeting,  
7 p.m., Polk County Central 
Senior Center 

OCT. 8: Last Global Greens 
Farmers Market of the season  
(9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays  
at 3200 University Ave.)

OCT. 12: Last Drake 
Neighborhood Farmers  
Market of the season  
(4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays at 24th Street  
and Cottage Grove Avenue)

26  Street houses 

Moving soon
Two of the five Drake University-owned rental 
houses on the site of the upcoming University 
Avenue and 26th Street project will be moving 
to the Sherman Hill Neighborhood this month. 

Nick Valdez, neighborhood and community 
relations manager for Drake University, said 
contractor Dan Barry of Design Build Inc. plans 
to relocate the two northernmost houses, 1159 
26th St. and 1161 26th St., to lots in nearby 
Sherman Hill and turn them back into owner-
occupied homes. 

Foundation work on the houses has begun, and 
building mover Bill Bell is expected to move 
both houses overnight on Aug. 15. They’re to be 
secured to new foundations and reconnected to 
utilities by mid-September. 

Demolition permits have been requested for the 
other three houses, at 1157 26th St., 1140 26th 
St., and 1163 27th St. Valdez said demolition of 
those is expected to begin July 31. 

The houses are being removed to clear the land 
for a proposed $56 million Nelson Construction 
& Development project involving a hotel, 
apartments, retail space, and townhomes. 
Drake University agreed to sell the land to 
Nelson in April.

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
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Forest Avenue Village will welcome 
its first residents on Aug. 5. The new 
housing complex at 32nd Street and 
Forest Avenue includes studio and  
one-, two-, and three-bedroom 
apartments with in-unit washers 
and dryers, bike storage, stainless 
steel appliances, and free wi-fi. 
Rents range from $780 to $1,890 
per unit. For additional charges, 
residents can have pets and 
reserve on-site parking spots. 
Some two- and three-bedroom 
units are still available for lease. A 
ribbon-cutting and open house will 
be held in late August for members 
of the community.

FOREST AVENUE APARTMENTS

OPENING soon
By Katelin Brown

Did you know the apples in Drake Park are free for 
the picking? Neighbor and association board member 
David Courard-Hauri says two of the trees in the middle 
of the orchard at the south end of the park have early-
ripening apples that are ready as early as July, so 
check there first. “These won’t store well, but they’re 
good for eating right off the tree or for applesauce,” 
he said. “Help yourself!” The others will ripen later this 
summer and early fall.

To find or register a Little Free Library near you, visit  
the online map. Several in the Drake Neighborhood aren’t 
shown there yet; only registered libraries appear on the 
online map.

HOW DO YOU LIKE THEM APPLES?

WHERE TO FIND LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES

Drake University students are still working to secure 
locations for the rest of 10 little free food pantries 
planned on and around campus, but you can utilize 
those already in place in the university’s Olmsted 
Parking Lot, at University Avenue east of 31st Street, 
and at Forest Avenue east of 25th Street (pictured). 

Modeled after the 
popular Little Free 
Libraries, the pantries 
stock nonperishable 
foods and fresh produce. 
They’re a way to avoid 
wasting excess food and 
to share food with people 
who need it when area 
pantries are closed. 

Neighbors are invited 
to “take what you need, 
leave what you can.” For 
updates or more info,  
visit the project’s 
Facebook page.

LITTLE FREE FOOD PANTRIES TAKING ROOT
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

http://visit the project’s Facebook page
http://visit the project’s Facebook page


Motoring along

ROLL IN

42  Street streetscape 

Motoring along
Construction is progressing and mostly on schedule 
for the streetscape project along 42nd Street near the 
Shops at Roosevelt. 

The intersection of Crocker and 42nd Streets will be 
closed Aug. 11 to 13 while crews replace the roadbed 
there; detours will be posted. Storm sewer lines 
are being positioned along 42nd in front of Hubbell 
Elementary but should be completed prior to the Aug. 
23 start of school. Poles and lights for the new traffic 
signals at the intersection of Crocker and 42nd likely 
won’t be completed before school starts, but police 
will be on duty there when school begins and until the 
signals are operational. 

Please use caution when driving through the area.

By Jennifer Sayers

nd

DRAKE B-Cycle STATIONS 

ROLL IN
Good news for those who like to bike downhill and walk 
uphill: Four B-cycle stations providing short-term bike 
rentals are being installed in the Drake Neighborhood! 

Three stations were installed this week, and the fourth 
is to be completed by Aug. 1. Anyone can purchase a 
daily, monthly, or yearly pass online or a 30-minute pass 
from a B-cycle station kiosk. Then you select a bike, go 
for a ride, and return the bike to any B-cycle station in 
the city. There are currently 12 active B-cycle stations 
in and around downtown Des Moines. So you can coast 
downtown (downhill) from Drake, and walk or take the 
bus (uphill) back home! :)

By Katelin Brown

FOREST AVE

UNIVERSITY AVE

KINGMAN BLVD

BEAVER AVE

42nd ST

41st ST

31st ST

31st ST

33rd ST

32nd ST

25th ST

24th ST

M
ARTIN

 LU
TH

ER
 KIN

G
 JR

 PR
KW

Y

https://desmoines.bcycle.com/top-nav-pages/rates-membership/rates2


Roughly a dozen volunteers from 
Walnut Creek Church spent Memorial 
Day helping dig out rocks and old 
landscaping material from Michael’s 
Garden and taking photographs of the 
neighborhood for the newsletter and 
social media. Special thanks to all of 
them for lending their time and talents 
in our neighborhood. We appreciate it!

WALNUT CREEK CHURCH 
VOLUNTEERS ROCKED IT

Though the forecast threatened 
rain, Mother Nature cooperated and 
more than 55 neighbors attended 
this year’s Kingman Island Cruise, 
our annual island-themed block 
party and potluck at the Thoreau 
Center June 17. 

Thanks to everyone who came and 
made this such a great event. Special 
thanks to board member Eldon 
“Mac” McAfee for coordinating the 
event and manning the grill; board 
members Nichole Aksamit Purcell, 
Lori Calhoun, Michael Christl, Amy 
Clark, Jennifer Sayers, and Kristina 
Johnson for helping; Scott Hartsook 
and Dennis Groenenboom at the 
Thoreau Center for the use of their 
beautiful space and grounds; and to 
the Drake Jazz Quartet for playing. 

If you missed it, you can see 
photos and video (including one 
snippet with live music) from the 
event at the Drake Neighborhood 
Association Facebook page.

NEIGHBORS GET TROPICAL 
AT KINGMAN ISLAND CRUISE
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By Nichole 
Aksamit Purcell

We were blessed with beautiful 
weather, plenty of popcorn, and a 
record-breaking crowd of more than 
400 for this year’s Free Flicks movie, 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them, at Witmer Park on July 13. 

The Drake Neighborhood Association 
handed out free bug spray, ice pops, 
popcorn, and water, and moviegoers 
stood in line for popcorn until the 
last kernel was popped. 

Special thanks to board members 
Ashley Parker and Jennifer Sayers 
for coordinating the event; neighbor 
Samie Smith and board members 
Nichole Aksamit Purcell, Amy Clark, 
Lori Calhoun, Kristina Johnson, and 
Todd Slaymaker for helping; and 
Jessica Calhoun for face-painting. 
Thanks also to HyVee for donating 
ice pops and water (double what 
we’d requested!) and to Central 
States Bank for lending us the 
night’s most essential equipment: a 
movie-style popcorn popper.

POPCORN’S A HIT  
AT FREE FLICKS

https://www.facebook.com/DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation/


Make it easy
The Drake Neighborhood Farmers Market has taken 
a unique approach this year: Market staff bundle all 
the produce they get from local organic farmers (Xe 
and Tong Vue and their family, who run Pella Fresh 
Homegrown Vegetables) into $5, $10, $15, and $20 
“healthy produce boxes.” 

If you reserve a box with the online order form by end 
of day on a Monday, they’ll have it ready for you for 
easy pickup at the market on Thursday. (They also 
have some extras each week for walk-up customers.) 
The boxes get you a sampling of whatever’s growing at 
the moment; the higher the price, the larger the share. 

A recent $10 box included five cucumbers, four 
zucchini, two bunches of carrots, a pound each of 
green and yellow wax beans, and a small bunch of 
beets. You can donate a box, too, to help neighbors 
in need, and market staff will deliver it directly to the 
Drake food pantry. 

The small, casual market also offers activities, 
including free dance or yoga classes, and prepared 
food for purchase, such as tacos from Fernando’s, 
most weeks. Check it out Thursdays from 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at 24th Street and Cottage Grove Avenue. 

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

FARMERS MARKET HEALTHY PRODUCE BOXES

DREAMY
GUT-WRENCHING

FAN-CRAZED
ROOTIN’-TOOTIN’
IT’S THE MOST

JAZZY
SEASON YET

515.277.6261   DMPLAYHOUSE.COM

CHILDREN’S 
THEATRE
A LITTLE HOUSE 
CHRISTMAS

ELEPHANT AND PIGGIE’S 
WE ARE IN A PLAY!
MISS NELSON IS MISSING!

MAINSTAGE
MEREDITH WILLSON’S 
THE MUSIC MAN
A CHORUS LINE
WORLD PREMIERE
CHOICES 
A NEW PLAY BY  
KAREN SCHAEFFER

MISERY
RAGTIME

DON’T MISS!
Family Holiday Classic
DES MOINES COMMUNITY 
PLAYHOUSE’S PRODUCTION OF

DISNEY’S THE 
LITTLE MERMAID

Drake Neighborhood Association members purchasing 
tickets at the Des Moines Community Playhouse 
website can get 15 percent off regular ticket prices by 
entering the discount code DNA17. 

Current and upcoming main-stage shows this year 
include The Music Man (now through Aug. 6), A Chorus 
Line (Sep. 8 to Oct. 1), Choices (Oct. 13 to 29), and 
Disney’s The Little Mermaid (Dec. 1 to 24). 

SAVE 15% ON TICKETS
COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE  OFFERS 
DISCOUNTS FOR DRAKE NEIGHBORS

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

https://goo.gl/forms/WzLVRz6RSluXTrG32
https://www.dmplayhouse.com/buytickets
https://www.dmplayhouse.com/buytickets
https://www.dmplayhouse.com/buytickets


Third-grade teacher Erin Sears had 
just finished a busy school year, 
signed the papers to buy a house 
in the Drake Neighborhood, and 
begun unloading boxes in her new 
home in June, when Cole Friedman 
and John Freeman dropped by. 

The Drake University student 
athletes, who live next door, 
asked if there was anything they 
could do to help. They didn’t want 
money, they said. They just wanted 
something to do. 

The next thing Erin knew, they were 
mowing her lawn. “Did I mention 
that they had to put the lawn mower 
together first?” Erin said. “Thank 
goodness for good neighbors!” 
The pair made short work of Erin’s 
yard and left a lasting impression. 
“I hope they live here until they’re 
40!” Erin said.

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

our very FIRST 

GOOD NEIGHBOR AWARDs
GO TO

Photo of Cole Friedman (left) and John Freeman (right) courtesy of Erin Sears

Do you know someone who makes 
the Drake Neighborhood more 
beautiful, kind, safe, neighborly, or 
awesome? Are you the recipient 
of a neighbor’s kindness? Get his 
or her name, snap a photo if you 

That’s the kind of story we love to 
hear, and it’s exactly what makes 
a neighborhood like ours so great. 
That’s why the Drake Neighborhood 
Association is honoring Cole and 

John with our first-ever Good 
Neighbor Awards. Each will receive 
a Good Neighbor Award certificate 
and a $15 gift card to a local 
business. Way to go, guys!

NOW IT’S YOUR TURN: NOMINATE A GOOD NEIGHBOR!

can, and email us all about it at 
info@drakeneighborhood.org! Your 
nominee could win a future Good 
Neighbor Award and money to 
spend in the neighborhood.

mailto:info%40drakeneighborhood.org%21?subject=DNA%20good%20neighbor


Polk County requires that lawns 
and weeds be kept under 12 
inches tall. To report a lawn in 
need of mowing, contact the 
Weed Commission by calling 
(515) 286-3705 or emailing  
weedcommission@polkcountyiowa.org.

A FEW Helpful TIPS
WEEDS BE GONE

By Katelin Brown

Have a large item you’d like to 
toss? You can use large-item 
or extra trash stickers to have 
it picked up at the curb on your 
regular garbage day. City of 
Des Moines stickers are pink 
and you can call Des Moines 
Public Works at (515) 283-4950 
to learn where they are sold. 
Stickers range in cost from $1 
to $35. To see what sticker you 
wneed, check the list at Metro 
Waste Authority’s website. It’s a 
good idea to wait until the night 
before pickup to apply stickers 
since they may be considered 
valuable. 

KICK IT TO THE CURB

Going on vacation? Did you know 
that police officers assigned to our 
neighborhood will drive by your 
home as time allows on their regular 
patrols if you let them know you’re 
going to be out of town? Just call the 
non-emergency Des Moines Police 
Department dispatch office at (515) 
283-4811 and request vacation watch.

New laws permitting the sale of fireworks in Iowa and the detonation of 
fireworks in Des Moines on the Fourth of July may have caused some 
confusion this summer. 

If you’re hearing fireworks on your street anytime other than on July 4 
(from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.), they’re illegal, and the person detonating them 
could face a $625 fine. 

What you can do: Remind your neighbors that fireworks aren’t allowed 
before or after July 4, that they are a fire hazard, and that even when 
handled properly they can be upsetting to neighbors, especially those 
with PTSD, babies and the elderly, and pets. Document the incident (take 
a video with your phone if possible), verify the address where fireworks 
are being detonated, and call police dispatch at (515) 283-4811 to report 
illegal use of fireworks. 

Even if fireworks aren’t a top-priority call, Sgt. Mark McKinney said police 
do log all complaints, are more likely to respond if there are multiple 
complaints for a particular area, and do appreciate knowing from a witness 
that it’s fireworks and not gunshots or some other type of explosion.

PSST: FIREWORKS ONLY 
LEGAL ON THE FOURTH
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

VACATION PATROL

mailto:weedcommission@polkcountyiowa.org.
https://www.mwatoday.com/residents/garbage/large-item-collection.aspx
https://www.mwatoday.com/residents/garbage/large-item-collection.aspx


NEW MEETING SPOT
The Drake Neighborhood Association 
still holds its regular monthly board 
meetings at 7 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month. But 
starting in August, due to some 
scheduling conflicts at Cottage 
Grove Church, we are moving our 
meetings to the Polk County Central 
Senior Center, 2008 Forest Ave. 
(southeast of Forest and MLK). 
Join us there, won’t you?
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Hey, neighbors. We’ve begun work 
on a promotional video about the 
Drake Neighborhood, and you may 
see Nichole Aksamit Purcell from 
the association and Jon Locker of 
Sonic Factory Studio and Locker & 
Company filming in and around the 
neighborhood and at association 
events this summer and early fall. 
Get ready for your close-up and 
be thinking about your answers to 
these questions, which we might 
pose if we bump into you while 
filming: What one word describes 
you? What do you love about the 
Drake Neighborhood? 

It’s not too late to take our survey. 
Let us know what you love about 
the neighborhood. 

Please take the survey today!

FIVE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP 
NOW AVAILABLE
Save money and avoid the hassle 
of annual renewal by choosing our 
Good for 5 membership option, 
which gets you five years of 
membership for $80, a $20 savings! 
Regular annual memberships are 
$20 per year.

NOT A MEMBER YET? 
NEED TO RENEW?
You can join or renew as a member 
of the Drake Neighborhood 
Association three ways: with cash 
or check presented to any board 
member at one of our meetings, 
with a check mailed to us (at Drake 
Neighborhood Association, PO Box 
41128, Des Moines, IA 50311), or 
by credit card through PayPal at 
drakeneighborhood.org. Membership 
benefits include access to our 
informative quarterly newsletter, 
neighborhood update email blasts, 
and invitations to neighborhood 
events, plus opportunities to meet 
your neighbors and get involved in 
making our neighborhood even better. 

HELP US CRACK 1,000
We’ve set a goal to reach 1,000 likes 
and follows on Facebook this year. At 
last check we were at 784 likes and 
766 follows. Please like and follow 
@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation 
on Facebook. And if you’re feeling 
extra nice and neighborly, invite a 
friend to do the same. Thanks!

SURVEY SAYS?

By Nichole 
Aksamit Purcell

http://drakeneighborhood.org/quiz/public-input-survey
http://drakeneighborhood.org
https://www.facebook.com/DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation/


Drake Neighborhood is one of the neighborhoods 
that participates in the city’s Neighborhood Based 
Service Delivery (NBSD) program. The program 
coordinates assets from all city departments 
in an effort to improve services to participating 
neighborhoods. Contact the NBSD team if you 

Neighborhood Issues?

The Drake Neighborhood Association 
is seeking new business members, 
partners, and sponsors for events 
throughout the year. Businesses 
can become partners for as little as 
$125 or members for as little as $50. 
Benefits increase with sponsorship 
levels and include things like 
your company logo on marketing 

DRAKE NBSD TEAM MEMBERS 
Sgt. Mark McKinney
Des Moines Police Department/NBSD
(515) 778-4218
mamckinney@dmgov.org

Chris Reindl
Housing Inspector/NBSD
Office (515) 283-4797 Cell (515) 208-0285
clreindl@dmgov.org

Jon Raleigh
Housing Inspector/NBSD
Office (515) 237-1437 Cell (515) 515-208-0311
jpraleigh@dmgov.org

Bill Cappuccio
NBSD Committee Chair
(515) 710-7591
bill@wrc3.net

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS
Police (Non-emergency): (515) 283-4811
Des Moines Public Schools security: (515) 242-7621
Drake Dept. of Public Safety: (515) 271-2222
Sgt. Dustin Runge: (515) 202-9165
City Action Center: (515) 283-4500
Animal Control: (515) 242-2720
Graffiti Hotline: (515) 283-4500
Weed Control: (515) 286-3005

DNA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President: Kristina Johnson
(515) 975-1172
kj4kristina.johnson@gmail.com
 
Vice President: Jennifer Sayers
(515) 681-2443
jen@bijougrafix.com

Secretary: David Courard-Hauri
(515) 277-6885
david.courard-hauri@drake.edu

Treasurer: Mark Schneider
marks1809@aol.com

In an emergency, 
always call 911 first!

materials and Facebook posts, 
as well as advertisements in a 
quarterly newsletter that reaches 
customers right here in the 
Drake Neighborhood. If you’re 
interested in becoming a partner 
or supporting member, please 
contact DNA board member Amy 
Clark at dsmajc@gmail.com

CALLING ALL DRAKE-AREA BUSINESSES: WE WANT YOU!

have a crime-, safety-, zoning-, or housing-related 
concern. Email nbsd@drakeneighborhood.org to 
reach the whole NBSD team. If you notify the entire 
team, the issue has a much better chance of being 
resolved. If we work together as neighbors and 
help our team out, everybody wins. 

HERE’S WHO 
TO CONTACT

EDITOR: Nichole Aksamit Purcell, nicholeaksamit@yahoo.com. DESIGNER: Katelin Brown, katelinmariebrown@gmail.com.

Neighborhood volunteers produce 
this newsletter and maintain the 
Drake Neighborhood Association 
website and Facebook pages. If you 
have a story idea, a tip, a question, 
or would like to help, contact the 
newsletter team at the emails below.

Contact us

mailto:dsmajc%40gmail.com?subject=DNA%20business%20partner
mailto:nbsd%40drakeneighborhood?subject=
mailto:%20nicholeaksamit%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:%20katelinmariebrown%40gmail.com?subject=

