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By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

TAX VOTE SET 
FOR MARCH 6
Des Moines voters will decide March 6 whether 
to approve a 1% local option sales tax that 
city leaders estimate will generate $37 million 
annually to lower property taxes and improve 
neighborhoods across the city. 

If approved, a one-cent-per-dollar tax would 
be added to most retail sales in Des Moines, 
starting July 1. Items such as groceries and 
prescription drugs would be exempt. 

The ballot specifies that 50% of moneys raised 
by the sales tax must be used for property 
tax relief. At the January Drake Neighborhood 
Association board meeting, Mayor Frank Cownie 
and Councilwoman Connie Boesen said the city 
wants to use the other 50% in three ways:

• 20% for a “Blitz on Blight” that would 
accelerate the city’s nuisance/vacant 
property demolition program at least tenfold 
(from 10 to 12 houses a year to 100 to 125)

• 20% to speed up road repair and replacement

• 10% for public safety, including police 
communications gear, a new fire station, and 
ongoing funds for grant-funded fire personnel.

Cownie said that in other cities, similar sales 
taxes go virtually unnoticed by visitors who use 

those cities’ roads and services when attending 
events and enjoying cultural amenities. But 
visitors’ pennies add up in big ways, he said, 
to help offset some of the resident-shouldered 
costs of city services.

One-percent sales tax options are on the ballot 
in several other Polk County cities this spring. 
Neighboring Dallas County, home to Jordan 
Creek Town Center, approved a 1% sales tax 
last fall and will begin collecting it this July.

NEED MORE INFO? ATTEND THE 
Local Option Sales Tax Q&A  

with city and county officials 
February 15 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the Northwest Community Center, 

5110 Franklin Ave., or visit  
LocalOption.dmgov.org

http://localoption.dmgov.org


In January, the Des Moines City 
Council voted to accept a $252,000 
grant from the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources and use it toward 
a $520,000 upgrade to Witmer Park 
in 2019 and 2020. 

The upgrade includes improving the 
park’s fishing pond and fish habitat, 
removing the asphalt trail around 
the pond, adding two new shelters, 
and installing a new figure-eight 
loop of recreational trails that better 
connects the pond to other areas of 
the 19-acre park. 

But city leaders want input from 
neighbors about what else Witmer 
needs, which is why the Drake 
Neighborhood Association is turning 
its March 21 spring gathering into an 
open forum about Witmer Park with 
parks officials. 

Please save the date, and plan to 
come with your ideas and questions!

Last summer, the Drake Neighborhood 
Association launched a video project 
by asking people at neighborhood 
events, businesses, and homes a few 
simple questions:  

• How would you describe yourself?

• What do you love about the Drake 
Neighborhood?

• Why do you choose to  
live here?

Their answers told the story of a 
great big neighborhood that’s historic, 
eclectic, affordable, diverse, and 
uniquely beautiful. A neighborhood 
that’s full of kind, creative, hard-
working, passionate people. One that’s 
truly like no other.

Now that the video is complete, 
we want you to be the first ones to 
see it. Please come to the March 21 
spring gathering for the big reveal.

WHAT’S NEXT
 FOR WITMER PARK?
WHAT’S NEXT
 FOR WITMER PARK?
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

BE FIRST TO SEE NEW 
  NEIGHBORHOOD VIDEO!

Drake Neighbors 
Spring Gathering

Topic: Witmer Park  
upgrades  
(and video reveal!)
When: March 21, 7 p.m. 

Where: Polk County  
Central Senior Center,  
2008 Forest Ave. 
 
Check our Facebook page  
(@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation)  
for updates and details   
as the date nears!

drakeneighborhood.org

http://www.drakeneighborhood.org


APARTMENTS CROP UP 
NEAR KUM & GO
Construction is underway on Neighborhood 
Development Corporation’s apartment project at 2221 
University Ave. The project is turning a half-acre site 
just west of Kum & Go into a two-story aparment 
building with 20 one-bedroom apartments. NDC is a 
community-focused non-profit that works to revitalize 
neighborhoods and promote sustainable development. 
Its recent projects in the Drake Neighborhood include 
the Forest Avenue Village apartments completed last 
year at Forest Avenue and 32nd Street. 

NEW ARTS VENUE 
XBK ON ITS WAY
By Katelin Brown

By Katelin Brown

DRAKE HOTEL PROJECT 
INCHING ALONG
Drake University has finished clearing five rental 
homes along 26th Street and University Avenue and 
backfilling lots there to make way for the $56 million 
hotel, retail, and housing development announced last 
spring by Nelson Construction & Development. 

Three of the homes were demolished late last summer, 
and two others were relocated to the Sherman Hill 
neighborhood in early December. 

Alexander Grgurich of Nelson said his company hopes 
to announce a hotel brand partner by April, share 
more detailed plans for the site with neighbors and the 
city shortly thereafter, and break ground on the hotel 
phase of the project in October.

In addition to a multi-story hotel with a ground-floor 
restaurant east of 26th Street, the project is to include 
retail space, apartments, and townhouses between 
26th and 27th Streets.

By Nichole Aksamit PurcellAn all-ages arts and music venue called xBK (short 
for ex-Brooklyn) is set to open at 1159 24th St. this 
summer. Ex-Brooklynite Tobi Parks—along with her 
wife, Janée Harvey, and business partner Thomas 
Kutz—envision the venue as a laboratory for artists to 
experiment in comedy, theater, film, and music. 

Parks and Kutz also teach music industry courses at 
Drake University and run Station 1 Records, a non-
profit record label for emerging talent. At a recent 
Drake Neighborhood Association meeting, the pair 
said they see xBK as an investment in the local arts 
scene and a positive for the neighborhood. They said 
renovations to the space will include new sidewalks 
and landscaping and sound controlling measures to 
limit noise coming into and leaving the venue.   

Parks said she hopes the mid-size venue, with 2,800 
square feet and capacity for 200 people, will help 
emerging performers make the leap to larger venues 
while still offering intimate performances.



The Des Moines Community Playhouse will celebrate its 
100th season in October, but not before it completes a 
$4 million interior renovation and takes a little road trip. 

The work—including new mainstage seats, ceilings, and 
carpeting; restroom and concessions renovations; and 
classroom updates—will close the mainstage theater 
and classrooms from May through September. 

But the shows must go on, so the Playhouse is taking 
its summer performances to Valley High School and 
West Des Moines Christian Church, and returning to 
its longtime Drake Neighborhood home in September.

For updates and details about performances before, 
during, and after the move, check the Playhouse website 
(dmplayhouse.com) or Facebook page (@DMPlayhouse). 

UPGRADES TO SEND  
PLAYHOUSE SUMMER  
SHOWS ON THE ROAD
By Katelin Brown

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

Neighborhood gem Woody’s Smoke Shop closed in 
January. But founder Steve “Woody” Wasson told the 
The Des Moines Register in early February that a sale 
was pending and a new owner hoped to reopen it soon. 
The popular barbecue restaurant has been a staple at 
25th Street and Cottage Grove Avenue since 2008.

Chicago Dog has opened in the former Hoshi Sushi 
spot at 2314 University Ave. The restaurant, which has 
two other metro-area locations, serves all-beef hotdogs 
and hot sandwiches. If you stop by the area, you might 
also check out the new-ish Bubbly Tea House next 
door at 2312 University. The tiny shop, opened last year, 
serves boba tea.

Lzaza Indo-Pak has opened at 1409 23rd St., north of 
Drake University and east of the Forest Avenue Post 
Office. The restaurant features Indian and Pakistani foods 
(including biryani and tandoori dishes), offers a daily 
lunch buffet, and has a small side menu of “Chicago-style 
food” including cheesesteaks, Italian beef sandwiches, 
and gyros.

AND IN DRAKE  
EATERY NEWS...

http://www.dmplayhouse.com
https://www.facebook.com/DMPlayhouse/
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may

9 DNA May board meeting,  
7 p.m., Polk County Central  
Senior Center

april

11 DNA April board meeting,  
7 p.m., Polk County Central  
Senior Center

Start of 2018 Drake Relays

march

6

21

Vote on local option sales tax, 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m., your local  
polling station

Drake Neighbors Spring Gathering 
(topics: Witmer Park upgrades, 
DNA video reveal), 7 p.m., Polk 
County Central Senior Center

february

15

21

24

26

Local Option Sales Tax  
Q&A, 6 p.m., Northwest 
Community Center

DNA February board meeting 
(topic: committee assignments; 
guest: John Mauro), 7 p.m., Polk 
County Central Senior Center

Free showing of Loving,  
2 p.m., Forest Avenue Library

Free showing of Selma,  
5:30 p.m., Forest Avenue Library

CALLING ALL 
VOLUNTEERS!

We’re revitalizing our committees for 2018 and hope to 
stock them with neighbors who can volunteer their time or 
talents, even just a little, this year. Want to help? Please 
email us at info@drakeneighborhood.org and let us know 
which of the following areas you could lend a hand with.

WELCOME & MEMBERSHIP: This involves welcoming 
new residents, recruiting new members, updating our 
membership roster, and connecting members with 
volunteer opportunities and resources in the neighborhood. 

BEAUTIFICATION: This involves planning, supporting, 
and encouraging projects that beautify the neighborhood—
from boulevard flower planting and park improvement 
plans to neighborhood gardens and cleanup projects.

CRIME & SAFETY: This involves helping connect 
neighbors with city and county resources and researching 
and advocating for neighbors with crime and safety 
issues—from fireworks complaints and package thefts to 
traffic crossing and speed issues. 

LEGISLATIVE: This involves keeping in touch with city, 
county, and state leaders, and monitoring legislative 
happenings to ensure we have a voice in matters that 
affect our neighborhood—from zoning changes to 
business developments, infrastructure improvements, 
and tax increases. 

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS: This involves finding, 
writing, photographing, designing, and sharing the good 
news about our neighborhood through newsletters, flyers, 
email, and social media.

SPECIAL EVENTS: This involves planning our major 
events each year, as well as coordinating with other 
committees and delegating volunteers to promote and 
carry them out.

STRATEGY: This involves helping shape big-picture 
policy for the association and long-term plans for the 
neighborhood, including master planning, succession 
planning, bylaws reviews, funding, and grant writing.

25

drakeneighborhood.org

http://www.drakeneighborhood.org
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FACES, NEW LEADERS

Drake Neighborhood Association  
members at our December meeting 
elected new board members Erin 
Sears and John Smith to fill seats 
formerly held by David Courard-
Hauri and Eddie Robinson, Jr. Five 
other incumbents were re-elected 
to two-year terms.

Members also voted to approve new 
board leadership: Jennifer Sayers 
(former vice president) succeeds 
Kristina Johnson as president, Lori 
Calhoun succeeds Sayers as vice 
president, and Amy Clark succeeds 
Courard-Hauri as secretary. Mark 
Schneider remains treasurer. 

And, after board member Ashley Parker 
stepped down, the board in January 
appointed Eddie Robinson, Jr.,  
to serve the remaining year of 
Parker’s term.

Please welcome, welcome back, 
and thank your 2018 DNA board 
members and officers: 

Neighbors can 
attend select 
Drake University 
events for free? 
That’s right! If you live in the 
Drake Neighborhood, all you 
have to do is visit the Knapp 
Center Ticket Office, 2601 
Forest Ave., between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
to request your community 
Drake Event Pass. It’s good 
for select athletic, performing 
arts, and community events.

FIVE NUISANCE HOUSES 
SLATED FOR REMOVAL

Councilman Bill Grey and housing 
inspector Chris Reindl informed 
us at our December meeting that 
five public nuisance houses in 
the Drake Neighborhood are set 
for demolition this year. They 
are: 1542 21st St., 1708 21st St., 
1552 23rd St., 1535 24th St., and  
1817 24th St.

NEW HOUSING INSPECTOR 
ASSIGNED TO DRAKE

After a recent reshuffling at city 
hall, housing inspector Eric Barker 
has been assigned to the Drake 
Neighborhood. He succeeds Chris 
Reindl as our  neighborhood contact 
for junk, debris, and property 
complaints; housing code issues; 
rental inspections; and condemned 
building concerns. Barker can be 
reached at 515-283-4980. 

From left: Board members John Smith,  
Lori Calhoun, Eldon “Mac” McAfee, Erin Sears, 
and Michael Christl. Not pictured: Nadia Ali, 
Kristina Johnson, and Todd Slaymaker.

From left: Board members Jennifer Sayers,  
Mark Schneider, Ibrahim Ali, Deric Gourd,  
Nichole Aksamit Purcell, Eddie Robinson, Jr.,  
and Amy Clark. 

Good to know:  
Leaving items on the 

curb (like that couch you 
posted on Craigslist) 

without a garbage sticker 
can get you a ticket. 



CRIME & SAFETY TIPS By Katelin Brown & Nichole Aksamit Purcell 

GOING ON VACATION? 

Did you know that police officers 
assigned to our neighborhood will 
drive by your home on regular patrols 
as time allows if you let them know 
you’re out of town? 

Just call the non-emergency Des 
Moines Police Department dispatch 
office at 515-283-4811 and request 
vacation watch.

SUSPECT DRUG ACTIVITY?

Call the Des Moines Police 
Department’s vice/narcotics control 
unit at 515-283-4830 or 515-237-
1594. Sgt. Mark McKinney says every 
call that comes into the unit is logged 
and responded to. 

Be sure to note as much detail as you 
can: the house address (rather than 
just an intersection or block), physical 

descriptions of people, vehicle makes 
and models and license plates, 
and times of day that you witness 
suspicious activity.

CARS BROKEN INTO OR 
RUMMAGED THROUGH?

File a police report—even  
if nothing is stolen. Police want to 
catch whoever is doing this. And 
reports help. 

NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES? HERE’S WHO TO CALL
Drake Neighborhood participates in the city’s 
Neighborhood Based Service Delivery (NBSD) 
program. The program coordinates assets from 
multiple city departments in an effort to improve 
services to residents in participating neighborhoods. 
So if you have a crime-, safety-, zoning-, or 

housing-related concern, it’s smart to contact our 
NBSD team.  Email nbsd@drakeneighborhood,org 
to reach the whole NBSD team. If you notify the 
entire team, the issue has a much better chance of 
being resolved. If we work together as neighbors 
and help our team out, everybody wins!

DRAKE NBSD TEAM MEMBERS 

Sgt. Mark McKinney 
Des Moines Police Department 
515-778-4218 
mamckinney@dmgov.org

Eric Barker 
Housing Inspector 
515-283-4980

Bill Cappuccio 
NBSD Committee Chair 
515-710-7591 
bill@wrc3.net

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS

Police (non-emergency): 515-283-4811 
DSM Public Schools Security: 515-242-7621 
Drake University Security: 515-271-2222 
Des Moines Information Center: 515-283-4500 
Animal Control & Shelter: 515-242-2720 
Graffiti Hotline: 515-248-6331 
Weed Control: 515-286-3005

FOR EMERGENCIES,
CALL 911 FIRST!

DNA BOARD OFFICERS

President: 
Jennifer Sayers 
515-681-2443 
jen@bijougrafix.com 

Vice President: 
Lori Calhoun 
515-240- 6090 
zotlc@aol.com

Secretary: 
Amy Clark 
515-210- 4139 
dsmajc@gmail.com

Treasurer: 
Mark Schneider 
515-277- 4268 
Marks1809@aol.com

mailto:nbsd%40drakeneighborhood?subject=
mailto:mamckinney@dmgov.org
mailto:bill@wrc3.net
mailto:jen@bijougrafix.com
mailto:zotlc@aol.com
mailto:dsmajc@gmail.com
mailto:marks1809@aol.com


1. BECOME A MEMBER
You can join or renew as a member 
of the Drake Neighborhood 
Association three ways: by credit 
card at drakeneighborhood.org; 
with cash or check at one of our 
meetings; or with your name, 
address, telephone number, 
email, and a check mailed to 
Drake Neighborhood Association, 
PO Box 41128, Des Moines,  
IA 50311.  

Membership is just $20 a year 
or $80 for five years. Benefits 
include access to our quarterly 
newsletter and newsy email 
blasts, invitations to neighborhood 
events, the ability to vote during 
annual board elections and be 
nominated and elected to board 
seats, plus opportunities to 
meet neighbors and get involved 
in making our neighborhood  
even better.

Membership dollars help support 
the events and activities of our 
all-volunteer association. 

2. COME TO A MEETING
The Drake Neighborhood 
Association board generally 
meets at 7 p.m. the second 
Wednesday of each month, at 
the Polk County Central Senior 
Center, 2008 Forest Ave., unless 
otherwise noted. (Check for 
updates on our Facebook page, 
on the Nextdoor app, and on the 
drakeneighborhood.org website.) 
Our next meeting is Feb. 21.

3. FIND AND FOLLOW  
US ON FACEBOOK
It’s a great way to stay in the 
loop about what’s happening in 
the neighborhood, find volunteer 
opportunities, and connect with 
other neighbors. So please find, 
like, and follow us on Facebook (@
DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation) 
and encourage your neighbors 
to do so, too! (We’re still a little 
short of our 1,000-follower goal, 
and every click helps!)

4. SHARE YOUR SKILLS
Drake is a great big neighborhood, 
full of diverse people, talents, 
and needs. Why not match 
your passions and skills with a 
neighborhood project? 

Whether it’s for a single event (like a 
movie night in the park or a summer 
block party) or an ongoing issue 
(like marketing, beautification, 
safety, development, or neighbor 
outreach), tell us what you’re 
interested in or good at, and we’ll 
find a project to suit you! 

We’re building our volunteer and 
committee lists for 2018, and we 
know we need LOTS of people 
to help out (even just a little) 
throughout the year to help things 
go smoothly. 

Just email your name, address, 
and a sentence or two about 
yourself and the kinds of things 
you’d like to help with to info@
drakeneighborhood.org by March 
1, 2018. 

WAYS TO ENGAGE

Support your neighborhood and reach 
thousands of loyal local customers 
by joining the Drake Neighborhood 
Association as a business member 
($50 a year) or sponsor ($125 and up).  
Benefits increase with sponsorship 
levels and include advertising to the 
people most likely to support your 
business (those who live here!), not 
to mention the good feeling you get 
from helping fund an all-volunteer 

association’s efforts to make one of 
the city’s largest, oldest, and most 
diverse neighborhoods even better.  
 
We’re seeking business members and 
sponsors for our 2018 events right 
NOW. Please contact Amy Clark at 
515-210-4139 or dsmajc@gmail.com 
for more information and to secure 
your slot in our 2018 social media, 
newsletters, and special events lineup!

CALLING ALL DRAKE-AREA BUSINESSES: WE NEED YOU!

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Nichole Aksamit Purcell, nicholeaksamit@yahoo.com. DESIGNER: Katelin Brown, katelinmariebrown@gmail.com.

Making music in the Drake Neighborhood 
since 2006 and a proud sponsor of the 

Drake Neighborhood Association!

mailto:dsmajc%40gmail.com?subject=DNA%20Business%20Member/Sponsor%20Info
mailto:%20nicholeaksamit%40yahoo.com?subject=DNA%20Newsletter
mailto:%20katelinmariebrown%40gmail.com?subject=DNA%20Newsletter
https://sonicfactorystudios.com/

