RALLY
IN THE

ALLEYS

A backyard/backstreet cleanup
in the Drake Neighborhood!

SATURDAY, MAY 26
9 a.m. to noon

By Lori Calhoun

Meet in the parking lot at Walgreens,
3030 University Ave., Des Moines, Iowa
RSVP: On Facebook or to Lori Calhoun at zotlc@aol.com
to help us plan for refreshments.

Meet your neighbors! Bask in spring weather!
Help get the neighborhood ready for
a summer of fun!

By Lori Calhoun
The
Drake
Neighborhood
Association and volunteers from
Walnut Creek Church are organizing
a cleanup along neighborhood
alleys on May 26, the Saturday
before Memorial Day.
Though we often rally to beautify
major corridors before big events
around Drake, this effort will focus
on a less-seen-by-visitors but
much-used-by-residents part of
the neighborhood: the alleyways
behind homes and apartments in
the south-central and southeastern
parts of our neighborhood.
Grab your friends, family, and
neighbors, and help us make all
corners of the neighborhood shine
at Rally in the Alleys, from 9 a.m.
to noon May 26. We will meet in the
parking lot at Walgreens, at 31st
Street and University Avenue, to
hand out bags and assignments.
Please bring work gloves and
your can-do spirit, and RSVP to
the event on our Facebook page
(@DrakeNeighborhood Association)
or by emailing zotlc@aol.com.
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NEWS & NOTES
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

GOOD NEWS FOR MOVIE LOVERS

“COCO” COMING
TO WITMER PARK
Mark your calendars for July 26 at
Witmer Park. That’s when the city’s
Free Flicks summer movie series
comes to the Drake Neighborhood.
This year, we’ll be showing “Coco” on
a giant, inflatable screen at dusk in
beautiful Witmer Park.
In this lively Disney Pixar film about
family, memory, and music, a young
boy must prove his musical talent and
obtain his ancestors’ blessing before
the sun rises after the Day of the Dead,
the Mexican day of remembrance.
The Drake Neighborhood Association
will again be offering refreshments. It’s
all free. Just bring a chair or a blanket
and stop by before sunset.
PS: If you’d like to help with
the
event,
please
contact
info@drakeneighborhood.org.

GOOD NEWS FOR VEGGIE LOVERS

BOTH NEIGHBORHOOD FARMERS
MARKETS OPENING IN JUNE
The
Drake
Neighborhood
Farmers Market is returning to 24th
Street at Drake Park and Cottage
Grove Avenue, but on a new day:
Wednesdays from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
June 6 to September 26.
New market coordinator Frieda
Bequeaith said at least five vendors
have signed on so far and that the
market again will be a “doubleup bucks” market, which means
that shoppers with EBT cards can
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get $20 worth of fresh produce for
every $10 they spend at the market.
The market will also accept WIC and
senior market vouchers.
The Global Greens Farmers
Market, a project of Lutheran
Services in Iowa that features local
produce grown and sold by refugees,
also returns in June. It’s held in the
parking lot near LSI, 3200 University
Ave. on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., June 2 through October.
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GOOD NEWS FOR MUSIC LOVERS

FREE CONCERTS
Drake Neighborhood-based Station 1
Records has launched a free concert
series called Summer in the City. It
kicked off May 12 at Good Park and
continues June 9 at Stewart Square
Park (with Bad Bad Hats, SIRES,
Honeycreeper, and Lily DeTaeye),
July 14 at Martin Luther King, Jr.
Park (with Adia Victoria, J.C. Brooks
and the Uptown Sound, and Peas &
Carrot), and August 11 at Greenwood
Park (with Cactus Blossoms). Visit
station1records.com for updates and
more details.

GOOD NEWS FOR COFFEE LOVERS

NEW COFFEE ROASTERS NEXT DOOR
Kristen
and
Lyle
Erickson
started roasting coffee beans
with a hand-cranked popcorn
popper as a hobby. After lots of
experimentation and some serious
equipment upgrades, they launched
Kingman Coffee out of their home
right here in the Drake Neighborhood
this spring.

The couple don’t have a storefront
and aren’t licensed to ship coffee,
but they offer a small selection of
beans, roasted and ground to order,
for pickup or hand delivery to nearby
homes. You can order their coffees
at kingmancoffee.com or look for
them this summer at the Drake
Neighborhood Farmers Market.

GOOD BUT TEMPORARILY INCONVENIENT NEWS FOR DRIVERS

31ST STREET REDO SCHEDULED THIS SUMMER
It’ll be nice when it’s done, but it will
mean detours on a busy neighborhood
corridor this spring and summer: Most
of 31st Street between Interstate 235
and University Avenue is scheduled

to be torn up and reconstructed
between May 30 and August 17.
Interstate 235 and University Avenue
traffic will be detoured to 19th Street
and Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway.
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The project also includes some
new sidewalks on the east side of
31st Street and a new storm
sewer between Cottage Grove and
Brattleboro Avenues.

3

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Photos by Amy Clark

SPRING SPRUCE-UP & SOCIAL EVENT A SUCCESS

By Amy Clark & Nichole Aksamit Purcell
More than 45 neighbors,
association leaders, and Drake
University students turned
out on April 25 to spruce up
the neighborhood for a week
that included both Earth Day
and the Drake Relays. The
volunteers collected litter and
trash on Greek Street (34th
Street, west of the university),

on 31st Street from University
to Interstate 235, and on the
side streets between 31st and
Drake Park. Afterward, they
gathered for refreshments and
a social hour at the park.
Many thanks to Amanda Martin
and other organizers at Drake
University, which provided bags
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and gloves and refreshments;
to
Drake
Neighborhood
Association board members
who publicized, participated
in, and helped organize the
event; and to all the awesome
neighbors and students who
spent a few hours making the
neighborhood neater on this
high-traffic week!
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MCAFEE NAMED
VOLUNTEER
OF THE YEAR
By Jennifer Sayers, Amy Clark &
Nichole Aksamit Purcell

Drake Neighborhood Association
board member Eldon “Mac” McAfee
was awarded the “Volunteer of the
Year” award by the Des Moines
Neighbors group at its annual RodineMickle awards on April 24.
In nominating him, the association
wrote: “Mac has been an active
volunteer with the DNA for over 25
years, serving in all capacities. He’s
been involved with the Home Tour and
National Night Out and coordinates
a spring cleanup day each year. He
brings his grills to events, working
as head chef. Two years ago, Mac
brought the Kingman Island Cruise
block party back. He truly is one of
the DNA’s unsung heroes!”
The neighborhood’s other nominees
for the annual awards were former
City Councilwoman Christine Hensley
in the Public Servant category, for
her work to bring the 42nd Street
Streetscape project to reality; and
Neighborhood Finance Corporation
in the Local Business category, for
support that sent neighborhood
leaders to the Neighbor Works
Annual Conference in Columbus,
Ohio, and funded the neighborhood
videos released this spring. Both
were also recognized with nomination
certificates at the event.

BANK IOWA
PARTNERS WITH
DRAKE NEIGHBORS
By Jennifer Sayers

“I live in the Drake Neighborhood
and went to school here,” Allen
noted. He also formerly was a
loan originator with Neighborhood
Finance Corporation, which has
helped many Drake neighbors with
loans for home improvements.

The
Drake
Neighborhood
Association is pleased to welcome
Bank Iowa as its newest Gold Level
Business Partner.

Fry said Bank Iowa is small enough
to offer personalized service, but also
an FDIC member and large enough
to provide products you’d expect
from a larger bank: checking and
savings accounts, home and auto and
commercial loans, IRAs, CDs, HSAs,
and more.

Bill Fry, the bank’s regional retail
sales manager says that Bank Iowa
has been a community bank from the
beginning—making decisions locally
and investing time, energy, and money
to help make communities better.
“Our team members get involved,”
said Fry. “It’s about being able to talk
to customers, not just in the office,
but also at neighborhood meetings
and events like Free Flicks at Witmer
Park on July 26.”
One of the bank’s team members,
Richie Allen, already is a familiar
face to many in the neighborhood.

Bank Iowa offers mobile and online
banking and has 25 branch locations,
including three in the Des Moines
area: 1150 Jordan Creek Parkway in
West Des Moines, 5525 Merle Hay
Road in Johnston, and 420 8th Street
in Altoona.
For more information, Drake
neighbors can reach Fry at 515-2262466 or bfry@bankiowa.bank and
Allen at 515-226-2919 or rallen@
bankiowa.bank

WE MADE
SOME VIDEOS
(YOU MIGHT
BE
FAMOUS!)
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
After debuting them at our Spring
Meeting, we launched several videos
in March featuring neighbors talking
about what they love about and why
they live in the Drake Neighborhood.
The videos were shared
on
Facebook, Nextdoor, You Tube,
our website, and via email to reach
more than 10,000 people. The
3-minute and 30-second videos
posted on Facebook have had
more than 7,200 views!

DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER | SPRING 2018

The project was funded by a grant from
Neighborhood Finance Corporation,
produced by the DNA, and filmed and
edited last year by videographer Jon
Locker of the neighborhood’s own
Sonic Factory recording studio. If you
attended our events last summer, you
may even have a cameo!
If you missed them, you can
find, like, and share them on our
Facebook page or view them at
drakeneighborhood.org.
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SAVE
THESE
DATES
MAY
Boys & Girls Club
construction begins at
Forest and 25th on the
Drake University campus

22

Public meeting about
proposed pedestrian
crossing and street changes
on University Avenue between 42nd
and 63rd Streets; hosted by the city
engineering department at 6 p.m. at
Windsor Elementary Library, 5912
University Ave.

22

Rally in the Alleys alley
cleanup, 9 a.m. to noon,
starting Walgreens parking
lot at 31st St. and University Ave.

26

Happy Memorial Day!
Remember: Garbage and
yard waste collections will
be delayed one day this week.

28

DRAKE-AREA BUSINESSES:
Please contact Amy Clark at
515-210-4139 or dsmajc@gmail.
com to learn about becoming a
Drake Neighborhood Association
business member or sponsor and
reaching thousands of the best
customers: your neighbors!

Please check our Facebook page
(@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation) and the
Nextdoor app for updates and additional events.

JUNE
1-2

Greek Food Festival at St.
George Greek Orthodox
Church, 1110 35th St.

LSI Global Greens Farmers
Market opens for the
season, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at 3200 University Ave., and
Saturdays through October

2

June DNA Board meeting, 7
p.m. at Polk County Central
Senior Center, 2008 Forest
Ave. Also: Drake Neighborhood
Farmers Market opens for the
season, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
24th and Cottage Grove, and
Wednesdays through Sept. 26.

6

Forestdale neighborhoodwide garage sales, 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. Signs will be posted
at entrances (the neighborhood
is bordered by Forestdale Drive,
41st Street, Forest Avenue, and
Germania/Maquoketa Drive).
Additional details available on
Craigslist on sale day.

9

SCRUB day, 7 a.m.
to 2 p.m., at MWA
Transfer Station and
MWA Compost Center

16
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JULY
Happy Fourth of July!
Remember: Garbage and
yard waste collections will be
delayed one day this week.

4

July DNA Board meeting,
7 p.m. at Polk County
Central Senior Center,
2008 Forest Ave.

11

26

Free Flicks movie (“Coco”)
at dusk at Witmer Park

27

AAU Junior Olympics at
Drake University

AUGUST
7

National Night Out, 5 to
8 p.m. at Drake Park

GOT A LOCAL EVENT FOR
OUR CALENDAR? Please
email the date and details to
nicholeaksamit@icloud.com by
July 15 for possible inclusion in
our next quarterly newsletter.
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usual collection day. A $1 extra-trash
sticker covers smaller items like
small TVs and computer monitors, a
$5 sticker covers most furniture items
and twin/full-sized mattresses, two
$5 stickers cover queen/king-sized
mattresses, and you’ll need seven $5
stickers (and a call to Public Works to
arrange pickup) for appliances.

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
SELL IT: Post it for sale or for free
on Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace,
or Nextdoor. Someone might happily
haul away what you no longer want—
and even pay you for it. Just be sure
not to leave items on the curb for
pickup, which can get you a ticket.
DONATE IT: Many charities will
accept and even arrange to pick
up good used furniture, working
electronics, building materials, and
appliances if you call to donate them.
(Note: Mattresses are typically not
accepted.)

SCRUB IT: Drop it at a designated
drop-off site during city SCRUB
(Spring Cleanup to Reduce Urban
Blight) events, held the third
Saturday every month March through
November. During these events,
disposal is free with proof of residency
in Des Moines. See our calendar of
events (page 6) for upcoming dates
or visit the Public Works section of
dmgov.org.
STICKER IT: Buy and apply extratrash or large-item pickup stickers
(available at the service counter at
local grocery stores) and place your
item on the curb the morning of your

HAUL IT: Haul it to one of the metro
area’s landfills. Unless it’s during a
SCRUB event, this is usually your
most expensive option, as there’s
typically a per-vehicle load fee, plus
per-item fees for electronics and
larger items that can be disassembled
and recycled. Visit mwatoday.com for
more information.

DON’T DUMP IT: Dumping of
furniture, mattresses, tires, and other
large items near Dumpsters, on
curbs, or along alleyways is not only
prohibited in Des Moines, it’s also
un-neighborly, unsightly, and unsafe.
It attracts pests and invite more
dumping. It also can impede traffic,
and many residents’ only parking is
via alleyways.
SEE DUMPING? REPORT IT: Use
the My DSM Mobile app or My DSM
function at www.dmgov.org to report
illegal dumping.

NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES? HERE’S WHO TO CALL
DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED
SERVICE DELIVERY TEAM MEMBERS
Des Moines Police Sgt. Mark McKinney:
515-778-4218, mamckinney@dmgov.org
Des Moines Housing Inspector Eric Barker:
515-283-4980, eric.barker@dmgov.org
NBSD Committee Chair Bill Cappuccio:
515-710-7591, bill@wrc3.net

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS
Police (non-emergency): 515-283-4811
DSM Public Schools Security: 515-242-7621
Drake University Security: 515-271-2222
Des Moines Information Center: 515-283-4500

Animal Control & Shelter: 515-242-2720
Graffiti Hotline: 515-248-6331
Weed Control: 515-286-3005

DNA BOARD OFFICERS
President Jennifer Sayers: 515-681-2443,
jen@bijougrafix.com
Vice President Lori Calhoun: 515-240- 6090,
zotlc@aol.com
Secretary:Amy Clark: 515-210- 4139, dsmajc@gmail.com
Treasurer Mark Schneider:515-277- 4268,
marks1809@aol.com

FOR emergencIES, ALWAYS CALL 911 FIRSt!
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WAYS T O E N GA G E
1. BECOME A MEMBER 2. COME TO A MEETING 4. SHARE YOUR SKILLS
You can join or renew as a member of
the Drake Neighborhood Association
three ways: by credit card at
drakeneighborhood.org; with cash
or check at one of our meetings; or
with your name, address, telephone
number, email, and a check mailed
to Drake Neighborhood Association,
PO Box 41128, Des Moines,
IA 50311.
Membership is $20 a year or $80 for
five years. Benefits include access to
our quarterly newsletter and newsy
email blasts, invitations to events, the
ability to vote for and be nominated
to board seats, plus opportunities
to meet neighbors and get involved
in
making
our
neighborhood
even better. Membership dollars help
support the events and activities of
our all-volunteer association.

The
Drake
Neighborhood
Association board generally meets
at 7 p.m. the second Wednesday
of each month, at the Polk County
Central Senior Center, 2008 Forest
Ave., unless otherwise noted.
(Check for updates on our Facebook
page, on the Nextdoor app, and on
the drakeneighborhood.org website.)
Our next meeting is June 6.

3. FIND AND FOLLOW
US ON FACEBOOK

It’s a great way to stay in the
loop about what’s happening in
the neighborhood, find volunteer
opportunities, and connect with
other neighbors. So please find,
like, and follow us on Facebook
(@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation).

C U R R E N T
V O L U N T E E R
N
E
E
D
S
BUSINESS OUTREACH HELPERS: Want to help
distribute DNA event flyers and newsletters or seek
business partners and donations for upcoming events?
Please contact business partner program coordinator Amy
Clark at dsmajc@gmail.com.

Drake is a great big neighborhood,
full of diverse people, talents,
and needs. Why not match
your passions and skills with a
neighborhood project? Whether
it’s for a single event or an
ongoing issue (like marketing,
beautification, safety, development,
or neighbor outreach), tell us what
you’re interested in or good at, and
we’ll find a project for you. We need
LOTS of people to help out (even
just a little) throughout the year to
help things go smoothly.
Just email your name, address, and
a sentence or two about yourself
and the things you’d like to help with
to
info@drakeneighborhood.org.
Or see the detailed list of our most
current volunteer needs below and
reply to the contact person listed.

FLOWER ORDER COORDINATORS: After nearly a
decade coordinating annual plant orders that beautify the
Drake Neighborhood, Kevin and Carole Venhouse are
ready to pass the torch. Want to place the neighborhood’s
order with the city in September and coordinate flower
pickups from city greenhouses in May? Contact Kevin or
Carole at kcvenhaus@mchsi.com or Jennifer Sayers at
jen@bijougrafix.com.
WELCOME COMMITTEE: We need an outgoing
neighbor to help with welcome activities in the part of the
neighborhood that’s north/northwest of Drake University.
Interested? Contact committee co-chair Ryan Arnold at
ryanneilarnold@gmail.com.

THESE LOCAL BUSINESSEs ARE SUPPORTERS OF THE DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION!

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Nichole Aksamit Purcell, nicholeaksamit@yahoo.com. DESIGN TEAM: Katelin and Brian Brown, katelinmariebrown@gmail.com
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