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̔ neighborhood
for all̓ to

celebrate
four decades
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

In a neighborhood where a world-class
university and many homes and
churches already have crossed the
century mark, 40 might not seem that old.
But it's a number that makes the Drake
Neighborhood Association the second
oldest officially recognized neighborhood
association in Des Moines.
So our big, creative, uniquely wonderful
neighborhood—which happens to be
more populous and diverse than most
Iowa cities—is going to mark its 40th
anniversary with live music, food, drinks,
and an Oct. 5 block party on University
Avenue. And you're invited!
There will be a live music stage featuring
local band Stark Raving Madge and
other artists. Lefty's Live Music will host
a separately ticketed comedy event
and xBK will have an open house.
Papa Keno's and Lefty's
other local
No and
through
traffic
vendors will be serving food and alcohol.
So come celebrate with your neighbors!

4 P.M. - 10 P.M. OCTOBER 5
University Avenue at 24th Street

October 5, 2019 • 4 -11pm

Live music, featuring Stark Raving Madge. Food and drinks
available. Room to dance. Fun for all. Admission is free.
allowed
on will
University
from
23rd to
24th
and
24th
from
University
Through traffic
not be allowed
on University
Avenue
(from
23rdon
to 25th
Street)
during
the event, to Drake
but
local
residents
will
be
allowed
access.
Questions?
Call
KJ
at
515-975-1172.
Local residents will be allowed access, of course.

October 5, 2019 • 4 -11pm

For questions, please contact KJ at 515.975.1172
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No through traffic allowed on University from 23rd to 24th and on 24th from University to Drake Par

DEVELOPMENTS
$63 million
plan unveiled
for DOGTOWN
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
A $63 million project unveiled this
summer would transform the four
acres northeast of 25th Street and
University Avenue over the next
several years.
Drake University announced in
June that it is selling property in
Dogtown, just east of the campus,
to Merge Urban Development Group
for a mixed-use development. The
Cedar Falls, Iowa-based real estate
development firm focuses on federally
designated opportunity zones like
the one that includes portions of the
Drake Neighborhood.

Their plan for the property includes
demolishing low-slung retail strip
buildings northeast of 25th and
University and replacing them with
a mostly five-story development.
The plan would add 300 market-rate
apartments above retail shops, plus
a freestanding commercial building,
and a parking ramp for up to 900
vehicles (possibly topped with playing
fields and ringed by townhomes). The

Five-story buildings with ground-floor retail
and apartments above would line the block
northeast of University and 25th Street,
currently home to businesses including
Great Clips, Gazali's, and U.S. Bank.

Varsity Theatre, which closed late last
year, is not owned by the University
but stands between some buildings
slated for replacement. Under the
plan, it would be remodeled and
reopened as a movie theater.

BOYS & GIRLS
CLUB OPENS ON
DRAKE CAMPUS
The Gregory & Suzie Glazer Burt
Boys & Girls Club opened at the
southwest corner of 25th Street and
Forest Avenue on the Drake University
campus in August.
Designed to serve more than 200 area
K-12 students, it is only the third Boys
& Girls Club in the nation to exist on a
private college campus.

The colorful mural on the west side of the new Boys & Girls Club, titled "A Place to Grow," was
created by New York-based artist Amanda Phingbodhipakkiya, who interviewed local students for
inspiration. You can view it from Forest Avenue, just west of 25th Street.
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In addition to after-school and
summer programming through the
club, members have access to music
lessons from Drake University
students and basketball camps with
the Bulldogs.
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revitalization
plans AdvancE
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
Building on several months' work
by neighbor-involved committees,
city staff, and consultants, the
City Council in July adopted
revitalization plans for Drake
and three other Des Moines
neighborhoods (Columbus Park,
Franklin area, Oak/Highland
Park). The approval means those
plans are now incorporated, as an
element of special improvement
districts for each neighborhood, in
the city's new comprehensive plan
(PlanDSM).
Not just idle plans, these districts
are set to share in $5 million of
local funding in fiscal 2020, half

coming from the new 1-percent city
sales tax and the other half coming
from Polk County.
The Drake plan targets the southcentral part of the neighborhood
(between University and I-235,
from 24th to 35th Streets). It lays
out these broad goals: pride in
housing, Dogtown as a destination,
a consistent neighborhood brand
(historic, diverse, and safe),
pedestrian and bike-friendly
streets, and social cohesion.
To get there, it recommends
creating new incentives for
home and rental improvements,
rehabbing or demolishing blighted
properties, enforcing housing
codes, activating Drake Park more,
organizing a mini-SCRUB cleanup
event, beautifying the triangle
garden at 24th and Cottage Grove,
establishing a neighborhood dog
park, and developing a stronger

soccer star to
speak at drake
Megan Rapinoe—the two-time
World Cup champion, Olympic
gold medalist, and U.S. women’s
national soccer team co-captain—
will be the featured speaker at
the 41st installment of the Martin
Bucksbaum Distinguished Lecture
Series at Drake University in
November. The soccer star, an
outspoken advocate for equality,
has focused much of her recent
activism on the topics of equal pay,
LGBTQ rights, and racial injustice
The event will take place in the
Knapp Center at Drake University
at 7 p.m. November 18. It is free
and open to the public.

2019 DRAKE EVENTS
PASSES are ready
Drake University offers residents of
the Drake Neighborhood a special
events pass each year to attend
sports and arts events on the campus,
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identify for the Dogtown business
district, among other things.

University Ave.
street, hotel
work continues
Orange cones and backup beeps
will continue into the fall along
University Avenue from 31st
Street to 25th Street as the sewer
separation, streetscape, and Hilton
Home2Suites projects continue.
Drivers and pedestrians should
use care when navigating and
crossing University Avenue. Though
it remains open, it is narrowed
to a two-lane, two-way street
without parking. And some of the
pedestrian crosswalk signals remain
disconnected due to utility work and
hotel construction.

and the 2019 Drake University
Community Events Pass is now
ready for pick up. Simply show
proof of neighborhood residency
at the Knapp Center ticket office
to collect your pass, and show
your pass at the ticket office to
redeem free tickets. This year's
pass gets you four free tickets
to every Drake home game for
select sports (including football,
women’s basketball, volleyball,
soccer, softball and tennis), a total
of 12 free tickets to home men's
basketball games, and four free
tickets to the Thursday of Drake
Relays. In addition, the pass is
valid for four free tickets to all
Main Stage Theatre productions
and any ticketed musical event,
including concerns in the Patty’s
Place Jazz Series.
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

FREE FLICKS
AT WITMER

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell

We had gorgeous weather
for our June 6 Free Flicks
event at Witmer Park. More
than 350 people (plus
Spider-Man and some of
his buddies) turned out for
popcorn, pizza, games, and
the movie—Spider-Man: Into
the Spider-Verse. Volunteers
and sponsors (including
Bank Iowa, Iowa Menace
Soccer, and the Library
Cafe) made it all possible.

national night out
at drake park
The turnout was terrific and the food was extra
delicious at this year's National Night Out held
August 6 at Drake Park. There was a run on
the burgers (a special beef blend provided by
The Library Cafe and grilled by DNA board
members Mac, Mark, and Richie) and we
served more than 300 people in about two
hours!
Special thanks to our board members,
volunteers, and sponsors (Library Cafe, El Bait
Shop, Drake University, HyVee, Bank Iowa,
Ramsey Village and Cottage Grove Church)
for contributing their time, talents, and food to
this free annual neighborhood event.
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READY, SET, VOLUNTEER!
By Lori Calhoun
We have several unique
opportunities for you to engage in
the Drake Neighborhood. Please
look and see if there is something
that resonates with you. If you are
interested in any of the following,
please contact Lori Calhoun at
zotlc@aol.com for more details.
Beautification
We are working hard to
add gardens and enhance
natural beauty throughout the
neighborhood. We need people to
help plan areas for plantings and
place flower orders with the city
by late September, plant in the
spring, and/or assist with watering
and weeding during the growing
season. The best part of this
opportunity is you can take on as
much or as little as you like, based
on your time and interests. Many
hands make light work!
Drake Memorial Garden
We are revitalizing the triangular
Drake Memorial Garden, which
is located at the intersection of
25th Street and Cottage Grove
and Kingman Boulevards. We
are working with the city to make
this a welcoming gateway to the
neighborhood. We would love to
get a group of neighbors to help
finalize the plans and help raise
funds for memorials and a gateway
marker. If you want to be involved
in a project that will have a lasting
impact on the neighborhood, this is
a great one for you!
Home Tour
We have some beautiful, historic,
and unique homes in our
neighborhood—and more are

being renovated every year. We
need a committee of neighbors
to help us bring back the Drake
Home and Garden tour, which has
been on hiatus for several years.
Now is a great time to share all
the exciting things happening in
our neighborhood, celebrate our
incredible housing stock, and raise
money for additional neighborhood
beautification.
Communications
Our volunteers have worked
especially hard over the past
three years to improve our
neighborhood communications
and keep neighbors informed and
involved in the happenings in our
big neighborhood. Some of our
leaders are moving on, however,
and we need new folks to pick
up the torch and help create and
distribute event flyers, marketing
materials, and quarterly newsletters
like this one. If you are—or would
like to be—a writer, editor, designer,
photographer, videographer,

webmaster, or social media guru,
this is a great opportunity for you.
Board of Directors
The annual election of the
board of directors for the Drake
Neighborhood Association is
coming up in December. Each
year at least seven of the 15 board
seats come up for election. We
would love to continue to grow
our diversity and represent all
corners and facets of our big,
diverse community. If you have a
passion for the neighborhood and
want to help it be its best, consider
running for and serving on the
board! Board members serve twoyear terms. The board meets the
second Wednesday of each month
and does a half-day retreat at the
beginning of the year to plan its
annual commitments. Serving is a
great way to meet your neighbors,
give back to the neighborhood, and
help promote a safe and friendly
community. We look forward to
working with all of you!

Volunteers help
plan, order, plant, and
maintain beautiful boulevard and
curb flower gardens like this one every year.

WE NEED YOU!
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FALL EVENTS
Check our Facebook (@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation) for updates and additional events.

SEPTEMBER
11

21

DNA Board meeting,
7 p.m. at Polk County
Central Senior Center,
2008 Forest Ave.
SCRUB day. Yard waste,
trash, and bulk items accepted
free, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
MWA Transfer Station, 4198
Delaware Ave. and MWA
Compost Center, 601 Harriett
St., and until 1 p.m. at Bell Ave.
Business Park, 1901 Bell Ave.

OCTOBER
5

9

19

ADVERTISEMENT

30

31

Drake Neighborhood
Association 40th
Anniversary Block Party,
4p.m. to 10 p.m., University
Avenue at 24th Street
DNA Board meeting,
7 p.m. at Polk County
Central Senior Center,
2008 Forest Ave.
SCRUB day. Yard waste,
trash, and bulk items
accepted free, 7 a.m. to
2 p.m. at MWA Transfer
Station and MWA
Compost Center
Beggar's Night
(FYI if you're new to Des
Moines: Trick or treaters
come a day early here,
and armed with a joke,
for Halloween.)

NOVEMBER
13

16

18

28

DNA Board meeting,
7 p.m. at Polk County
Central Senior Center,
2008 Forest Ave.
Last SCRUB day of 2019.
Yard waste, trash, and
bulk items accepted free,
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. at MWA
Transfer Station and
MWA Compost Center
Megan Rapinoe speaks
at Martin Bucksbaum
Distinguished Lecture
Series at 7 p.m. at
Knapp Center at Drake
University
Happy Thanksgiving!
Garbage and yard waste
pickup will be delayed a
day this week.

Happy Halloween!
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GOT NEWS? Please email any
December-February events to
nicholeaksamit@icloud.com by
Nov. 15 for possible inclusion in
our fourth quarter newsletter.
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stickers (available at the service
counter at local grocery stores) and
place stickered items on the curb on
your usual collection day. A $1 extratrash sticker covers smaller items like
small TVs and computer monitors, a
$5 sticker covers most furniture items
and twin/full-sized mattresses, two
$5 stickers cover larger mattresses,
and you’ll need seven $5 stickers (and
a call to Public Works for pickup) for
appliances.

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
SELL IT: Post it for sale or for free
on Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace,
or Nextdoor. Someone might happily
haul it away—and even pay you for it.
Just don't leave items on the curb for
pickup without a sticker, which can get
you a ticket.

up good used furniture, working
electronics, building materials, and
appliances. (Note: Mattresses are
typically not accepted.)

RECYCLE IT: MidAmerican Energy
has an appliance recycling program
that picks up and pays $50 for working
stoves and fridges and $25 for working
AC units. Call 800-621-2757.

SCRUB IT: Drop it at a designated
drop-off site during city SCRUB
(Spring Cleanup to Reduce Urban
Blight) events, held the third Saturday
March through November. During
SCRUB, disposal is free with proof
of residency in Des Moines. See our
calendar (page 5) for upcoming dates
or visit the Public Works section of
www.dmgov.org.

DONATE IT: Many charities will
accept and even arrange to pick

STICKER IT: Buy and apply extratrash, compost, or large-item pickup

HAUL IT: Take it to one of the metro
area’s landfills. Unless it’s during a
SCRUB event, this is usually your
most expensive option, as there’s
typically a per-vehicle load fee, plus
per-item fees for electronics and larger
items that can be disassembled and
recycled. Visit mwatoday.com for more
information.

DON’T DUMP IT: Dumping of
furniture, mattresses, tires, and
other large items near dumpsters, on
curbs, or along alleyways is not only
prohibited in Des Moines, it’s also
unneighborly, unsightly, and unsafe.
It attracts pests and invites more
dumping. It also can impede traffic and
access to alleyway parking.
SEE DUMPING? REPORT IT. Use
the My DSM Mobile app or the My
DSM function at www.dmgov.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES? HERE’S WHO TO CALL
DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED
SERVICE DELIVERY TEAM MEMBERS
Des Moines Police Sgt. Mark McKinney:
515-778-4218, mamckinney@dmgov.org
Des Moines Housing Inspector Eric Barker:
515-283-4980, ejbarker@dmgov.org
NBSD Committee Chair Bill Cappuccio:
515-710-7591, bill@wrc3.net

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS
Police (non-emergency): 515-283-4811
DSM Public Schools Security: 515-242-7621
Drake University Security: 515-271-2222
City of Des Moines Information Center: 515-283-4500

Animal Control & Shelter: 515-242-2720
Graffiti Hotline: 515-248-6331
Weed Control: 515-286-3005

DNA BOARD OFFICERS
President Jennifer Sayers: 515-681-2443,
jen@bijougrafix.com
Vice President Lori Calhoun: 515-240-6090,
zotlc@aol.com
Secretary Amy Clark: 515-210-4139, dsmajc@gmail.com
Treasurer Mark Schneider: 515-277-4268,
marks1809@aol.com

FOR emergencies, ALWAYS CALL 911 First!
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W AY S T O E N G A G E
IN THE DRAKE
NEIGHBORHOOD
1 BECOME A MEMBER

You can join or renew as
a member of the Drake
Neighborhood Association
three ways: by credit card
at drakeneighborhood.org/
membership-signup; with cash
or check at one of our meetings;
or with your name, address,
telephone number, email,
and a check mailed to Drake
Neighborhood Association, PO
Box 41128, Des Moines, IA 50311.
Membership is $20 a year or $80
for five years. Benefits include
access to our quarterly newsletter
and newsy email blasts, invitations
to events, the ability to vote
for and be nominated to board
seats, plus opportunities to meet
neighbors and get involved in
making our neighborhood even
better. Membership dollars help
support the events and activities
of our all-volunteer association.

2 COME TO A MEETING 4 VOLUNTEER
The Drake Neighborhood
Association board generally
meets at 7 p.m. the second
Wednesday of each month, at
the Polk County Central Senior
Center, 2008 Forest Ave., unless
otherwise noted. (Check for
updates on our Facebook page,
on the Nextdoor app, and on the
drakeneighborhood.org website.)
Our next meeting is Sep. 11.

3 FIND AND FOLLOW
US ON FACEBOOK

It’s a great way to stay in the
loop about what’s happening in
the neighborhood, find volunteer
opportunities, and connect with
other neighbors. So please find,
like, and follow us on Facebook
(@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation).

Drake
is a great big neighborhood,
full of diverse people, talents,
and needs. Why not match
your passions and skills with
a neighborhood project?
Whether it’s for a single event
or an ongoing issue (like
marketing, beautification, safety,
development, or neighbor
outreach), tell us what you’re
interested in or good at, and we’ll
find a project for you. We need
LOTS of people to help out (even
just a little) throughout the year
to help things go smoothly. Just
email your name, address, and
a sentence or two about yourself
and the things you’d like to help
with to info@drakeneighborhood.
org. Or see the list of our current
volunteer needs on page 5 and
reply to the contact person listed.
Many hands make light work!

T H E S E L O C A L B U S I N E S S E S A R E S U P P O R T E R S O F T H E D R A K E N E I G H B O R H O O D A S S O C I AT I O N !

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Nichole Aksamit Purcell, nicholeaksamit@icloud.com. DESIGNER: Allie White
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