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eat, drink,
be merry,
& vote!
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
The Drake Neighborhood
Association hosts its Holiday
Potluck and annual Board
Election on December 11, and
you’re invited!

DRAKE
HOLIDAY
POTLUCK

Bring a dish to share. Sample what
your neighbors have cooked up this
year. And cast your vote!* Seven
two-year seats are up for grabs on
our 15-member board this year.
We also have a mid-term vacancy
to fill. (Read about the candidates
on page 4.)
We’ll set up the buffet at 6 p.m.,
dish up around 6:30 p.m., and
hold a short business meeting and
election at about 7 p.m.
It all happens at the Polk County
Central Senior Center, 2008 Forest
Ave. (just southwest of Forest
Avenue and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Parkway). See you there!

December 11, 6-8 p.m.
Polk County Central Senior Center
Meet your neighbors! Bring a dish to share! Cast your ballot!
Find out what’s happening in the neighborhood!
*The meeting and potluck are open to the public. However, only current paid
association members may run for board seats or vote in board elections. You can start
or renew a membership at drakeneighborhood.org/membership-signup or at any board
meeting. Membership is $20 per household/couple per year or $80 for five years.
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DEVELOPMENTS
Hope church
buying first
christiaN
By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
The southwest corner of 25th Street
and University Avenue has been home
to a church for more than a century.
And, though the property is getting
new owners soon, that’s not changing.
Lutheran Church of Hope has agreed
to purchase the historic First Christian
Church property and plans to move
its downtown campus there in 2020.
The property includes the five-story
church with its iconic bell tower and
large sanctuary as well as an attached
education building with a gymnasium
and offices, and a parking lot.
“[Hope’s] campus on Ingersoll
Avenue will move into this facility
sometime early next year,” said the

The bell tower of First Christian Church has long
watched over the Drake Neighborhood. A date
engraved in church’s east side reads “1888 AD.“

Rev. Suzanne Stout, pastor at First
Christian Church. “So the property is
staying a church!”
After considerable soul-searching,
First Christian decided earlier this year
to explore a new location rather than
continue the upkeep of a property
that was larger than it required. The
congregation will celebrate its last

Christmas services in the church
this December. Stout said the sale
is to close at the end of January, at
which time First Christian will move
into a new location in Urbandale. “I
believe [Hope] will take a few months
to complete some renovation work
and move in over the few months
following that, but I’m not sure of
those specifics,” she said.

SHARED SOCCER & FOOTBALL
STADIUM COMING TO DRAKE
Drake University is teaming up with the Des Moines Public
Schools to build a $19.5 million shared-use soccer and
football stadium on the Drake campus. The stadium would
host high school and middle school football and soccer and
serve as the home field for the university’s soccer teams.
Preliminary plans announced in November call for the
4,000-seat stadium to open just east of Drake’s Shivers
Basketball Practice Facility by summer 2021. If enough
funds are raised, the stadium also would have a “bubble”
covering to allow it to be used during winter months.
Des Moines Public Schools has earmarked $15 million in
facilities funds for the project. The university has agreed to
donate the land to the school district, manage the stadium
when it opens, and raise additional funds.
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RESTAURANT NEWS

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS

̕ TIS THE SEASON

CRazy horse
burgers is coming

With cold weather and the holidays
come seasonal opportunities for
crime. Sgt. Mark McKinney, the Des
Moines Police Department sergeant
who heads community policing for
our neighborhood, offers this advice
for keeping your home, family, and
valuables safe this season:

Full Court Press, the local company
behind popular Drake restaurants
University Library Cafe and Fong’s
Pizza, is planning a 100-seat burger
spot and tap room in the former
Crazyhorse Guitars building at
24th Street and University Avenue.
Partner Jeff Bruning said Crazy Horse
Burgers and Brews will offer a variety
of burgers, frozen cocktails, and
beers, and should open in the spring.

MERCH ALERT

dna raygun
shirts are here
If you failed to snag one of our sweet,
super-soft, limited-edition Drake
Neighborhood Association T-shirts by
Raygun at the 40th Anniversary party,
we’ll have some available for sale
at our December 11 potluck and by
request at info@drakeneighborhood.
org. They come in men’s and
women’s sizes XS to XXL and make
excellent gifts. Short-sleeved tees
are $20, baseball tees are $25, and
we accept cash, check, or Venmo.

Lock your vehicles, especially
when warming them up, and do
not leave valuables inside them.

•

Lock and light entrances to your
garage, garden shed, and home.

•

If you’re going to be out of town
for awhile, ask the post office to
hold your mail and ask a neighbor
to collect any non-mail packages.
Call the nonemergency police
line (515-283-4811) and request
“vacation watch.” Police will drive
by your home during their usual
rounds each day you’re gone.

•

Consider adding an external
camera or a smart doorbell such
as Ring, which works with the
Neighbors app and helps local
police quickly request video if a
crime occurs nearby.

MEMBER PERK

TICKET DISCOUNT
Des Moines Community Playhouse
offers a 15 percent discount to Drake
neighbors on tickets for its mainstage
shows. Use the code 18DNA at
checkout at dmplayhouse.com.

IT TAKES
A VILLAGE...

to residential care rooms with
nursing support and an assisted
living memory care unit with roundthe-clock care for residents with
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease.

Tucked just north of Drake University
is a senior living community that
means the world to many seniors.

Ramsey Village recently became a
partner of the Drake Neighborhood
Association, lending support for
events like National Night Out.
“Our staff and residents love
helping out,” Mallory said.

“Meaningful days start and end with
the right level of support for our
residents,” said Mallory Wentland,
customer relations director at
Ramsey Village. The village’s
offerings range from independent
living apartments and a health care
center for post-hospital rehabilitation

•

The village also hosts activities,
like its annual trunk-or-treat, that
are open to the public. Watch for
upcoming community events on
Facebook (@RamseyVillage).
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Your DNA Board
caNDIDATES ARE...
These eight members have stepped forward
as candidates for seven two-year terms on the
15-member Drake Neighborhood Association board.
A one-year term is also up for appointment.

•

Eldon “Mac” MacAfee: Mac is a longstanding
board member and a familiar face at neighborhood
events, known for staffing the grill at National Night
Out. An attorney at Brick Gentry law firm, he lives
in and owns rental property on Drake’s southwest
side and is seeking another term.

•

John Smith: John joined the board two years
ago and is seeking another term. As president of
university advancement at Drake University, he has
played a key role in building partnerships between
Drake University and the neighborhood.

•

Jessica Crawford: Jessica lives in Drake’s
northwest corner, joined the association last
year, and is seeking her first term on the board.
She works as a program manager for Self-Help
International, an Iowa-based nonprofit that fights
hunger, improves water, and empowers women and
girls in Ghana and Nicaragua.

•

Alec Davis: Alec is seeking his first term on the
board as well. Neighbors may already know him as
one of the owners of Papa Keno’s Pizzeria at 24th
Street and University Avenue. He also has been an
active member of the Drake Revitalization Committee.

•

Lori Calhoun: Lori is the current board vice
president. She is seeking another term and the
role of president. By day, she works at Principal
Financial Group. She lives on Drake’s south side
and serves on the Drake Revitalization Committee.

•

Mark Schneider: Mark is the current board treasurer
and is seeking another term. As the owner of Schneider
Auto Repair & Towing at 31st Street and Forest Avenue,
Mark is well-known to the neighborhood and always
willing to offer a helping hand.

•

Thomas Biedenfeld: Tom was appointed to fill a
board vacancy last year and has recently filled in
as secretary. He is seeking his first two-year term
and the ongoing role of secretary. He lives on
Drake’s south side and works for the Community
Foundation of Greater Des Moines.

Drake Neighborhood Association members can meet
the candidates and cast ballots at the December 11
holiday potluck and election. The top seven votegetters will be elected.

•

Jennifer Sayers: Jennifer has served as board
president the past two years and held numerous
other positions. She owns graphic design firm Bijou
Grafix, lives on Drake’s south-central side, and
serves on the Drake Revitalization Committee. She is
seeking another term, this time as past president.

The board also must appoint someone to fill the
remaining year of the term of former board member and
secretary Amy Clark, who stepped down earlier this year,
and choose a vice president to succeed Lori Calhoun.
Board member Erin Sears, whose term expires at year
end, is not seeking re-election.

THE FINE PRINT: Additional eligible candidates may be added to the ballot via petition signed by at least
three current association members and received by the board (via email to info@drakeneighborhood.
org) no later than Dec. 10. To be eligible, candidates must live, work, or own property in the Drake
Neighborhood and be current paid members of the Drake Neighborhood Association. Members unable
to vote in person may submit their vote via email prior to the Dec. 11 meeting.

DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER | FOURTH QUARTER 2019

4

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
neighbors rock out at 40th Anniversary
The rain passed, the clouds parted, and neighbors strolled in for live music, comedy, and fun Oct. 5 as the
Drake Neighborhood Association celebrated its 40th anniversary with a street party on University Avenue
at 24th Street. Thanks to the volunteers, event sponsors (Carroll Brewing Co., Neighborhood Development
Corp., xBk Live, and Lefty’s Live Music), and DNA gold partners (Bank Iowa, Drake University, Iowa Menace,
Papa Keno’s Pizzeria, and University Library Cafe) who made it possible. Here’s to another 40 years!
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WINTER EVENTS

Check Facebook (@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation) for updates and additional happenings.

DECEMBER
3
11

14

Runoff election for Des
Moines mayor and city
council. Don’t forget to vote!
DNA Holiday Potluck &
Board Election, 6 p.m. at
Polk County Central Senior
Center, 2008 Forest Ave.
Light It Up! Drake
Neighborhood holiday
lighting ceremony. Watch
for details on Facebook!

23

Drake University holiday
break, now through
January 2

25

Merry Christmas! Garbage
and yard waste pickup will
be delayed a day this week.

JANUARY
1

Happy New Year!
Garbage and yard waste
pickup will be delayed a
day this week.

3

Drake Women’s
Basketball vs. University
of Northern Iowa, 6 p.m.

4

Drake Men’s Basketball
vs. Indiana State
University, 5 p.m.

8

20
27

DNA Board meeting,
7 p.m. at Polk County
Central Senior Center,
2008 Forest Ave.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day. Libraries and some
public offices are closed.
“Understanding White
Privilege” with Kevin
Gannon, 6:30 p.m. at
Franklin Avenue Library

FEBRUARY
12

14
18

DNA Board meeting,
7 p.m. at Polk County
Central Senior Center,
2008 Forest Ave.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Why not do something
sweet for a neighbor today?
“Our Town: Reclaiming
the Narrative” Black
History Month exhibit
opening 5-7:30 p.m.,
at Drake University’s
Anderson Gallery

GOT NEWS?
Please email
any relevant
March-May
events to
info@drakeneighborhood.org
by Feb. 15 for possible inclusion
in our next quarterly newsletter!

CALLING ALL DRAKE-AREA BUSINESSES!
Want to support neighborhood-building activities and reach thousands of your best customers? Email
jen@bijougrafix.com to learn how you can become a 2020 Drake Neighborhood Association business partner!
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During SCRUB events, disposal
is free with proof of residency in
Des Moines. Visit the Public Works
section of www.dmgov.org for
upcoming dates.

By Nichole Aksamit Purcell
DON’T DUMP IT! Dumping
furniture, mattresses, tires, and
other large items near dumpsters,
on curbs, or along alleyways is not
only prohibited in Des Moines, it’s
also unneighborly, unsightly, and
unsafe. It attracts pests, invites
more dumping, and impedes traffic.
INSTEAD, YOU CAN...
SELL IT: Post it for sale or for
free on Craigslist, Facebook
Marketplace, or Nextdoor. Someone
might happily haul it away—and
even pay you for it. Just don’t leave
items on the curb for pickup without
a sticker, which can get you a ticket.

RECYCLE IT: MidAmerican Energy
has an appliance recycling program
that picks up and pays $50 for
working stoves and fridges and
$25 for working AC units. Call
800-621-2757.
DONATE IT: Many charities will
accept and even arrange to pick
up good used furniture, working
electronics, building materials, and
appliances. (Note: Mattresses are
typically not accepted.)
SCRUB IT: Drop it at a designated
drop-off site during city SCRUB
(Spring Cleanup to Reduce Urban
Blight) events, held the third
Saturday March through November.

STICKER IT: Buy and apply extratrash, compost, or large-item pickup
stickers (available at the service
counter at local grocery stores) and
place stickered items on the curb
on your usual collection day. A $1
extra-trash sticker covers smaller
items like small TVs and computer
monitors, a $1.25 compost-it sticker
covers Christmas trees, a $5 sticker
covers most furniture items and twin/
full-sized mattresses, two $5 stickers
cover larger mattresses, and you’ll
need seven $5 stickers (and a call to
Public Works) for appliances.
HAUL IT: Take it to one of the metro
area’s landfills. Unless it’s during a
SCRUB event, this is usually your
most expensive option, as there’s
typically a per-vehicle load fee,
plus per-item fees for electronics
and larger items that can be
disassembled and recycled. Visit
mwatoday.com for more information.

SEE DUMPING? REPORT IT! Use
the My DSM Mobile app or the My
DSM function at www.dmgov.org to
report illegal dumping.

NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES? HERE’S WHO TO CALL
DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED
SERVICE DELIVERY TEAM MEMBERS
Des Moines Police Sgt. Mark McKinney:
515-778-4218, mamckinney@dmgov.org
Des Moines Housing Inspector Eric Barker:
515-283-4980, ejbarker@dmgov.org
NBSD Committee Chair Bill Cappuccio:
515-710-7591, bill@wrc3.net

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS
Police (non-emergency): 515-283-4811
DSM Public Schools Security: 515-242-7621
Drake University Security: 515-271-2222
City of Des Moines Information Center: 515-283-4500

Animal Control & Shelter: 515-242-2720
Graffiti Hotline: 515-248-6331
Weed Control: 515-286-3005

DNA BOARD OFFICERS
President Jennifer Sayers: 515-681-2443,
jen@bijougrafix.com
Vice President Lori Calhoun: 515-240-6090,
zotlc@aol.com
Treasurer Mark Schneider: 515-277-4268,
marks1809@aol.com

FOR emergencies, ALWAYS CALL 911 First!
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W AY S T O E N G A G E
IN THE DRAKE
NEIGHBORHOOD
1 BECOME A MEMBER

You can join or renew as
a member of the Drake
Neighborhood Association
three ways: by credit card
at drakeneighborhood.org/
membership-signup; with cash
or check at one of our meetings;
or with your name, address,
telephone number, email,
and a check mailed to Drake
Neighborhood Association, PO
Box 41128, Des Moines, IA 50311.
Membership is $20 a year or $80
for five years. Benefits include
access to our quarterly newsletter
and email blasts, invitations to
events, the ability to vote for and
be nominated to board seats, plus
opportunities to meet neighbors
and get involved in making
our neighborhood even better.
Membership dollars help support
our all-volunteer association.

2 COME TO A MEETING 4 VOLUNTEER
The Drake Neighborhood
Association board generally
meets at 7 p.m. the second
Wednesday of each month, at
the Polk County Central Senior
Center, 2008 Forest Ave., unless
otherwise noted. (Check for
updates on our Facebook page,
on the Nextdoor app, and on the
drakeneighborhood.org website.)
Our next meeting is Dec. 11.

3 FIND AND FOLLOW
US ON FACEBOOK

It’s a great way to stay in the
loop about what’s happening in
the neighborhood, find volunteer
opportunities, and connect with
other neighbors. So please find,
like, and follow us on Facebook
(@DrakeNeighborhoodAssociation).

Drake
is a great big neighborhood,
full of diverse people, talents,
and needs. Why not match
your passions and skills with
a neighborhood project?
Whether it’s for a single event
or an ongoing issue (like
marketing, beautification, safety,
development, or neighbor
outreach), tell us what you’re
interested in or good at, and we’ll
find a project for you.
We need LOTS of people to help
out (even just a little) throughout
the year to help things go
smoothly. Just email your name,
address, and a sentence or two
about yourself and the things
you’d like to help with to info@
drakeneighborhood.org.
Many hands make light work!

THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES ARE proud SUPPORTERS
O F T H E D R A K E N E I G H B O R H O O D A S S O C I AT I O N !

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Nichole Aksamit Purcell, nicholeaksamit@icloud.com
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